EDITORIAL                                             No. 53              JULY & AUGUST 2004          
I’ve had two or three people contact me wanting to complain about the forecourt and pavement at One Stop. There is no pavement at One Stop – it ends outside The Corner House. The maintenance of the forecourt area from the shop front down to the inside edge of the kerbstones is ultimately the responsibility of the owner - One Stop or their holding company. M.D.D.C. has the authority to check the condition of its surface, from a Health and Safety point of view and I understand the latter have specified a timescale for suitable repairs to be completed. No, I’ve no idea.

I love cooking with wine. Sometimes, I even put in the food.
1ST WILLAND BROWNIES

After 15 years, Chris Grant has handed over the running of 1st Willand Brownies to Helen Shearing and Claire Churchill.  We would like to thank her on behalf of all the Brownies who have benefited from her dedication and all the time she has given.  Lizzi Grant is moving away and has therefore also had to leave us.  Again, many thanks for all the games and songs she has taught us and for all the time she has spent with the Brownies over the years.
If anyone over the age of 16, with or without previous experience, is interested in joining us in the running of the pack, we would be very pleased to meet you.  Please contact Helen Shearing on 821722.

Torch: A small case for holding dead batteries.
ROBIN HOOD AND THE SHERWOOD EXPERIENCE

Robin Hood and The Sherwood Experience is a story of romance, a family story played against the background of exploitation of the forest.  Did you know that Robin and Maid Marion had a daughter, Maz? Many years have passed and old Robin is living alone in his tree-house in Sherwood Forest, too proud and fearful to acknowledge his failings.

Sheriff Enterprises, whose projects are forever being foiled by Robin, has a new money-making scheme – The Robin Hood Experience. It may mean cutting down much of Sherwood Forest, but they’ll not let anyone stand in their way. And the Merry Men – Little John, Friar Tuck, Alan A’dale and Will Scarlet – take action!

This family show is a battle for the spirit of the forest, setting fantasy against reality, and of course, Robin Hood against the Sheriff.   So bring your picnic and feast with the outlaws, remember a blanket and whatever gold you possess, to help Robin save the greenwood before it is too late.

Expect vigorous performances and judicious audience participation; ingenious settings and playful puppetry, great music and fast moving plot to engage and thrill.   For fourteen summers, The Common Players has been bringing village greens, school playing fields and town and country parks alive with inventive and visceral live performances.  You enjoyed them last August with Mrs Macbeth’s Hostile Bid – encourage your friends to come along this year.
Don’t miss Robin Hood and The Sherwood Experience in Willand on Sunday 25 July starting at 4pm in Willand Playing Field.  

Once you are over the hill, you pick up speed.

AN AUCTION OF PROMISES

The Uffculme School Association is holding an Auction of Promises at Uffculme School on Friday 2nd July, starting at 7.00pm. There’s a Silent auction and a Traditional auction, as well as a barbecue, bar and sports activities for the children. The event is being held to help the School raise money for its bid for Specialist Status. For further information, contact Jane, the U.S.A. Chairperson, on 01884 266136 or Tracey, the Assistant Treasurer on 01884 840092.

Laughing stock – cattle with a sense of humour.
WILLAND YOUTH CLUB
Thank you to every one who supported our coffee morning on June 12th, we will be holding our Jumble Sale in the Youth Club on October 2nd at 2.30pm and our Halloween evening in the Village Hall on 23rd October from 7.30pm. Please note the dates on your calendar now!  From September there we will be changing our opening times to the following:- 

 

Monday’s 7.00 – 9.00 p.m. for over 13 years old

Wednesday 6.00 – 7.30 p.m. for 5 – 10 years old

Thursday 6.00 – 8.00 p.m. for 10 – 13 years old

If you are at all interested in helping and getting involved with the youth club, please come along and have a chat or come to one of our meetings that are held in the Youth Club on the second Tuesday in the month from 7.30 p.m.   The Youth Club is also available for private party’s, with either a bouncy castle or a disco. If you would like to book a party, booking forms are available from the Youth Club.                                                                                

                                                                                                        Frances Wilcox

What will today’s younger generation be able to tell their children they had to do without?
WILLAND PRE-SCHOOL – “SIMPLY YHE BEST” 

Willand Pre School recently had their OFSTEAD inspection and received the rating “very good” in all six inspection categories with the verdict of “no further action necessary”.  The inspection reported how Willand Pre School provides high quality nursery education, with the children making very good progress towards the early learning goals in all six areas of learning.  The children are confident and communicate well and use a wide range of creative media to express themselves, their thoughts and ideas.  The Pre School was also praised for their support for the children with special needs.  Leadership and management of the setting is very good, with an emphasis on staff training and development.  The staff team are well qualified and show high levels of commitment, teamwork and professionalism.


Chairperson Clair Tancock was delighted.  “This is well deserved recognition for all staff whose commitment to provide the best has resulted in this excellent report.  WELL DONE!!”    

GRADUATION and COFFEE MORNING will be held at the VILLAGE HALL on THURSDAY 15TH JULY . All are welcome and bring a friend.   Unfortunately, the Pre-School will be losing their Pre-School Leader.  Christine Osmond, who has been at the pre-school from the beginning as many will know, is retiring this summer,  Everyone at the Pre-School, wishes her the very best and will miss her terribly. THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING MRS OSMOND!!

                                                                                                              Sara Newell

Don’t forget that appreciation is always appreciated.

THE GABLES – LETTER TO THE ED.

We have just received and read the May/June edition of the Willand Mag. – a resident, Daphne Winter, sends it to us so we can ‘catch up’ with village news. Having read the very interesting article on the Gables, written by Eddie Dennis, we thought it may be a good idea to put pen to paper.

The Tracey’s moved to Willand, to Beaufoy House, in 1894. The Gables was built in 1895/6 and Dr. and Mrs Tracey went to live in the new house on August 26th 1896.  The house cost them £2235.10.0. It was sold to Devon County Council for £5000 in 1950, when Marjorie Tracey moved to Pitfield House.  In May 1994, the Tracey family held a reunion at The Gables – 77 members of the family attended, including the last of the Tracey children – Dr. John Tracey, who was in his 88th year at the time.

The Gables first started to take children in 1951/2, when Mr & Mrs Trotman were 

in charge. About 18 months later, the Willetts took over for approximately ten years, then the Southwoods were in charge.  We took over the running of The Gables in September 1976.  The annual cost of running The Gables then was £60,000.  When we departed last year, the running costs had risen to around £240,000, based on 20 children.  In today’s world, incredibly cheap.

In June 2003, the Education Authority offered us early retirement. We had already decided we would retire in 2004, so we took the offer gratefully so that we could retire to our house in the South of France, which we had bought 3 years previously. The region we live in has many similarities with Willand and Devon, apart from the fact that we are surrounded by vines.

We are sad to think that The Gables has not continued to be an intrinsic part of the community.  We know that the village did enjoy and support the functions held there over the years. These included Christmas Coffee Mornings (and the decorations!) the Church Strawberry Tea, Playgroup Picnic, Cricket Matches and a BMX track. In the last ten years, it hosted the Tiverton and District Petanque Club, who raised a large amount of money for the benefit of the resident children.

So many of the villagers know The Gables, either as a child playing in the grounds or in a working capacity. The ancillary staff gave many years of loyal service, some of them completing over 30 years. Just before we departed, both our children, who lived in Willand for many years, came to say their goodbyes. For them it was a sad and emotional occasion. Catherine is now 35 and has two children, 5 & 2.  Stuart and his wife came also. Strangely enough, his wife’s maiden name is Tracey. To all of us, it was the end of an era.

However, Paul and I felt we did the right thing by leaving last year, as we were considered to be “old fashioned”!! But we are having an enjoyable retirement in France.  We have made many friends already – both English and French – and have a fairly hectic social life.  Our family and friends visit on a regular basis – with cheap flights at very affordable prices.

We are still in touch with some of the Tracey family and they are interested in the future of The Gables. We have promised to keep them informed of any information that we might receive. The Tracey’s are hopeful that there family home will not be demolished. Several years ago a villager said she felt The Gables would be ideal as a hospice for children – something we have to agree with.

Lastly, we should like to convey our very best wishes to all those people in the village and surrounding district who supported us and the children over many years. Paul and I have so many happy memories.           Pauline & Paul Hurring
Complete self control is eating one salted peanut.

RETIREMENT
“When I told one of my advisors that I wanted to retire, he growled at me ‘You are retired’. If that is really the case, then I should say I now announce that I am retiring from retirement. I am confident that nobody present today will accuse me of selfishness if I ask to spend time, while still in good health, with my family, my friends and also with myself.”                              Nelson Mandela, June 2004

TAPE IT OR LEAVE IT

“You must reconcile yourself to a life of idleness.”  This was said to me by the senior master of the school at which I was teaching, when I asked him what alternative occupation was available to me.  I was in my mid forties and beginning to experience serious sight problems.

I continued teaching for another ten years, for most of that period on a part-time basis only and not given work of any importance.  I felt I could do more useful work in the voluntary sector.  That was when I moved to my flat in Uffculme in October 1986.  In a dream, I had seen myself setting up a monthly, Christian tape service for the visually handicapped – or anyone else who cared to listen…… This is exactly what happened.

The circulation of Harmony now exceeds 200 and we have put together over 200 editions.  I say ‘we’, for since 1990 I have had the assistance of a sighted helper and we have invested in some sophisticated electronic equipment enabling us to produce tapes of high technical quality.  These tapes are sent to all parts of the U.K., two go to Eire and one to Nigeria.  Other people have heard about our equipment, resulting in our copying and distributing tapes for organisations such as The Church and Blindness. About 350 postal wallets are dispatched each month, the majority going to blind or partially sighted people, these are delivered free by the Royal Mail. Four diocesan journals, readings from the Book of Common Prayer, the Revised Common Lectionary and a tape of Nonconformist services are available through us. There’s no charge for any of them.  

The majority of the tapes go out at the end of the month but with some, we have to wait for the return of the previous months’, which is why, at times, I have to ask people to identify the name on the address card before the package is put into the post.

Life has not taken the form predicted by the senior master in my ‘retirement’. I have never been so busy. As for my senior colleague, I have heard he, too has started to lose his sight. I hope that he is equally fulfilled in his retirement.

                                     Graham Winterbourne. (ex resident of Beaufoy House)

A hen is only an egg’s way of making another egg.

ANOTHER LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Brian – I know I’ve missed the May/June mag. but please could you ask anyone in the Willand or surrounding area, who has had a problem with water in their petrol during March or April of this year, to contact me on 01823 680864?

                                                                                      Name & Address supplied
AND ANOTHER

Dear Brian,  I would like, on behalf of the Volunteers at Cullompton Cancer Research UK Shop, to say a big ‘Thank You’ to all the people who came and supported us at our Coffee Morning at Willand Village Hall on Saturday May 8th. We raised the magnificent sum of £337.39, which has been donated to Cancer Research UK to help with more research into cancer and hopefully find answers. 

                                                                                                               Joan Levett

Dogs have owners.  Cats have staff.

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

As we go to press, the school is once again in the throes of a busy 
schedule. Years 2 and 6 have recently taken their SATs tests in May. We 
await the results at the beginning of July. Year 6 are now undertaking projects such as making designer paving stones for the Environmental area, preparing for their Leaver's Trip to Dartmoor and auditioning for the Key Stage Two play.

The Cheese and Wine evening for new parents and the PTFA fundraiser Penalty 
Shoot Out will both have happened by the time you read this. These events are always enjoyable occasions and give a good insight to the school community.

We are hoping for good weather for Sports Day on 22nd June. This is once again being held at Willand Rovers Football ground by kind permission of the club. Last year we were so lucky and the children really enjoy the day. It’s good to see it so well supported by parents, grandparents, Pre-School and interested villagers.

We would like to invite you to the official opening of the new Environmental Area on July 7th at 2pm. The area has been created for use by both the school and the community. It was developed with the help of artists who visited the school and worked with the children. Parents, governors, teachers, learning support assistants and friends landscaped the area and planted the many different trees and shrubs to create a sanctuary for wild life where children can study living things and their environments. This work has only been possible with the sponsorship by Uffculme Environmental Limited, Willand Parish Council, Willand School PTFA and local groups and individuals. 

The Environmental Area is open to villagers outside of school hours.  We 
are delighted that the Brownies have already been making good use of it. We hope that everyone will help us to look after this for the community.
On the subject of the environment, please don’t throw away your empty ink cartridges from the computer – we are able to recycle original cartridges but not the compatible ones. (And for those who have asked, the school did not take part in the National Walk to School Week. Ed.)

Finally, we will be holding the Key Stage 2 production 'Alice' on the evenings of 14th & 15th July at 7.00 pm.  The dress rehearsal is on the afternoon of 13th July and we would welcome any Over 60's who would like tickets for this rehearsal.  Tickets are available from the school office. We hope that everyone has an enjoyable summer.                                      Anne Hawkins, Deputy Headteacher

INJURED WILDLIFE

It is that time of the year when many young birds and animals are found.  If you find one yourself and are unsure what to do, then ring Doreen on 01884 32006.  Doreen is an expert on treating injured wildlife and hand rearing baby birds, which are returned to the wild whenever possible. I’ll put this number with the other ‘emergency’ ones inside the rear cover, as well as the number for the new Tiverton & District Hospital – sometimes humans need a little emergency treatment, too.   And whilst I have your attention, I should tell you that the email address that was shown inside the front cover for the Parish Clerk was incorrect – I have redressed the situation in this issue.                                                          Ed.

The hardness of the butter is proportional to 

the softness of the bread.

YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU!!

1. An organist is required at St. Stephen’s, Ashill. Every week would be preferable but fortnightly or monthly would be a great help. It’s a lovely, well maintained organ and a small but committed congregation. The BBC Songs of Praise hymn book is used and if you would like to talk to someone about it, please call Rev. Alan Dodds on 01884 841001 or Colin Coombes on 841149.

2. Culm Valley Funeral Services are seeking retired or semi-retired gentlemen, who would be available on an ‘as and when required’ basis to serve as pall bearers/hearse driver, etc. If you are interested, please contact Lynne or Martin for an informal chat on 01884 840731 or 07860 390002.

3. Citizens Advice urgently needs volunteers! Mid Devon District Citizens Advice Bureau is seeking local people to volunteer as advisers at the Tiverton office where the telephones keep ringing - and there aren’t enough advisers to cope. CAB manager Linda Wilkinson said, “Advice work is fascinating, challenging and personally rewarding. The free training increases skills and boosts self-esteem, and you can be sure of making new friends. Advisers need to be able to offer one day (or two half days) a week.”

Mid Devon District Citizens Advice Bureau dealt with over 10,000 enquiries last year, helping local people resolve their problems by providing information and advice and by influencing local policy-makers. Many more people tried to get through on the phone but there weren’t enough advisers to take the calls.   Formal qualifications are not needed and many find that CAB training and experience can help to provide a route into paid work.

The CAB Certificate in Generalist Advice Work gives volunteers the skills necessary to provide the right advice on any subject. Trainees are supported right the way through and regular reviews help them to develop their skills. If you’d like to know more about volunteering at your local CAB, call 01884 251527 (this is not an advice line). 
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

We have started the year with several very interesting speakers, including Brian Carlson, our Treasurer, who grows, sells and shows a wide variety of fuchsias. He showed us how to propagate and care for them and demonstrated the rather drastic way of pruning them ready for winter! On July 14th we have a talk on Penstemons, which are becoming extremely popular herbaceous plants. Our Club outing is on 30th June, when we will be visiting Rosemoor Gardens for the day. We are hoping for good weather, although we do have contingency plans for rain.

Plans are progressing for our Annual Flower and Vegetable Show on August 14th. If you don’t have a schedule yet, please contact Mrs Allan on 33828 or call at 4 Orchard Way. There are classes for everyone. We have cookery, photography, craft, painting and flower arranging, as well as the usual flowers, pot plants and vegetables. Entries are only 10 pence each, so why not have a go? We welcome new competitors and it is very much an amateur show, so you do not have to be an expert to have a chance of winning a prize.

Thank you to everyone who came along to our Plant Sale in May and I hope all your purchases are flourishing. We made a small profit, which will be used to subsidise the Annual Show. Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 14th July. Visitors are welcome at a cost of 50p, so come along and join us.

A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well.
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

We have now replaced the paper shed door - at great expense - in order to try and defeat the vandals who keep smashing it up.  The paper collection is extremely important to the Hall and the Bowls Club. Without this income, the trustees would have to seriously consider raising hire charges. This would have an impact on all users of the Hall.

Last year, the Hall trustees spent over £18000 on improvements and repairs to the Hall. We were unable to get any grants for this work – it all came out of Village Hall savings, which are now very depleted. Mid Devon District Council has discontinued its annual 10% maintenance grant to Village Halls, which has come as a blow to our finances. Lottery grants are only available for major projects and the application forms put all but the most enthusiastic people off applying.   Some of the trustees work very hard for the Hall and regularly help with fundraising. However, we have been very disappointed with the lack of support from many of the organisations who use the Hall regularly. At our coffee morning on 5th June, there was a very poor attendance but thank you to CAMEO, Over 60’s, Bowls Club and Youth Club, who were well represented. Although parents from the school use the car park every day, not one came to the coffee morning. As the building ages, it becomes more expensive to keep in good repair and the only people willing to help seem to be those who have been involved with the Hall for many years. Unless we have more support from younger users, the Hall is in danger of closing down. As it is one of the best Village Halls in the area, this would be a great pity.

The monthly whist drives continue on the fourth Friday of each month. Mrs Willis was disappointed at the attendance at the May session, but it was the Friday before half term, so it was assumed that people had gone away for the week. Again, few residents from Willand attend, most players coming from outside the Parish. Why?  If you feel you may be able to help, or if you have any ideas for fundraising which would attract more supporters, please contact either me, Carol Allan, on 33828, or Tony Wills on 34782.

Eds note. If there is anyone out there who has the skill and is prepared to jump through all the hoops of grant application forms, please make yourself known!!!! 

Enthusiasm breakfasts on obstacles, lunches on objections and dines on competition.
WILLAND METHODISTS

The proposal to work together with Cullompton Methodist Church has now been accepted by both Churches.  This will mean that from 1st September, in a spirit of co-operation between the two congregations, we will now have one governing body, i.e., Church Council.  This should enable us to more effectively pursue the calling of the two Churches and encourage Christian involvement and witness in the local community. The long term policy is to monitor the needs of both communities. You are very welcome to attend any of our Sunday morning services at 10.30am. We are continuing with our regular joint services with Cullompton Methodist Church - they will join us on July 18th and we will visit them on August 29th.

We continue to hold coffee mornings at 10.00am on the first Thursday of each month.  A warm welcome awaits you.                                                  Syd Howell
I always know God won’t give me more than I can handle but there are times I wish He didn’t trust me quite so much.

FROM OUR COMMUNITY POLICEMAN

The official title is Neighbourhood Beat Manager, PC 3894 Davies!  It’s proposed to retry Parish Surgeries in the village. This practice previously was not successful due to a mixture perhaps of embarrassment or positioning of the surgery.  Therefore, your suggestions for a suitable venue and times would be appreciated, so that I can further assist the community.  Please contact me by ‘phone, letter, word-of-mouth or when you see me around the village.

Community Service Information Points (C.S.I.P.) boards with numerous helpful leaflets require a permanent ‘dry’ home in which to be fixed.  Again, any suggestions would be greatly appreciated. If you have picked up one of the Public Reassurance Questionnaires, please ensure you complete it and hand it in – your views count. Apparently, some people feel I am not fulfilling my commitment to the Parish. Finally, I have been given a short, green-handled garden fork that belongs to someone in Willand.  If you think it might be yours, please let me know.                                                                                             Malcolm Davies. 
JUST DON’T SAY YOU’RE ENGLISH

Goodbye to my England – so long, my old friend

Your days, they are numbered, being brought to an end.

To be Scottish or Irish or Welsh, then that’s fine

But don’t say you’re English, that’s way out of line.

The French and the Germans may call themselves such,

As may the Norwegians, the Swedes and the Dutch.

You can say you are Russian or maybe a Dane

But don’t say you’re English ever again.

At Broadcasting House, that word is taboo.

In Brussels, they’ve scrapped it, in Parliament too.

Even schools are affected, staff do as they’re told,

They mustn’t teach children the England of old.

Writers like Shakespeare, Milton and Shaw –

Pupils don’t learn about them anymore.

How about Agincourt, Hastings, Arnhem and Mons,

When England lost hosts of her very brave sons.

We are not Europeans, how can we be –

Europe is miles away over the sea.

We’re the English from England, let’s all be proud

Stand up and be counted – shout it out loud.

Let’s tell our Government – and Brussels too

We’re proud of our heritage and the red, white and blue.

Fly the flag of St George or the Union Jack,

Let the world know we want England back.                                                   Anon.
[image: image1.wmf]
Neighbourhood Watch (NW) in Willand is alive and well although you may not think so! There have been two occasions when a selection of co-ordinators has met recently. The first was when Devon & Cornwall police held an open day in Tiverton and 14 out of 65 attendees were from Willand and the second when a number of those people thought a Willand Forum may be a good idea.

The Tiverton experience was really informative with like-minded co-ordinators from other areas exchanging ideas and Devon & Cornwall Police offering advice to us all. We were all very uplifted by the day and vowed to bring some of the ideas back to Willand and work together to make the village a safer place to live. Following the Tiverton meeting a second & most recent meeting (17th May) was held in the village hall. A group of co-ordinators met to discuss how we could, first and foremost, work together to create a support network for the community. We agreed that an entry in the Village Magazine would a good point to start plus a possible leaflet drop. All at the May meeting agreed that we would benefit enormously as a village if we could get together, work together and gain respect & support from the community.

As you are probably aware Neighbourhood Watch has a motto – "By working together in genuine partnership, we will create an environment which empowers local communities to tackle crime and the underlying causes of crime - together 
we can make a difference".

What this means in real terms is that we are creating a trusted network between ourselves and the authorities that is committed to reducing crime and the fear of crime. The police are part of this network and because the NW is respected for its community activity, they react to and rely upon information from the scheme. They also provide information to the community scheme to allow us to understand what is going on around us so we can best protect our community. This is not replacing the "village bobby", just helping.

Neighbourhood Watch also provides other facilities such as: Nominated Neighbour and Password schemes, Horse Watch, Farm Watch, Crime and Disorder Partnership etc. If you are a member of the scheme many insurance companies will give a discount. The schemes can also provide free of charge Home Security checks and advice plus Devon Fire & Rescue Services can, after checks have been made, offer to provide and install smoke alarms for those without, potentially again free of charge.

As I hope we have indicated, the benefits of being members of the scheme are very beneficial, so please consider joining. You will have a local co-ordinator contact who can help you and we are hoping for a local leaflet drop to give you more information. The local play in July (Robin Hood) should also give an opportunity for you to meet us as we hope to have a small stall so please come along, talk to us and support the scheme. Together we can make Willand a safer place.

Willand Neighbourhood Watch Forum

Working with you

C.A.M.E.O.
Our May meeting was held in the clubroom of the village hall.   It was a bit cramped, but allowed our speaker, Mrs Dorothy Presswell to illustrate her talk about Powderham Castle and the architect Charles Fowler with lots of slides. She showed us how Fowler had transformed a medieval house into a Gothic Castle and quite whetted our appetites for our visit to the castle on June 16th. 

Tea was served after the talk, and the business meeting followed.   The minutes were read and signed.   Letters of thanks had been received from C.H.A.T. and from the Chestnut appeal.   The women’s refuge had appreciated the box of toiletries we had collected for them and the organiser hopes to attend a future meeting to express her thanks in person and say something about the refuge.

The walking group has had two outings - one from Uffculme to Haddon Hill and one from Stoodleigh to the river and back up again.  Pat Clark told us of the work of Doreen Williams in Cullompton who looks after injured birds and small mammals and nurses them back to health.  Members had voted £50.00 to help her with her work.

Our June meeting on 3rd, saw us back in the main hall.   The minutes were read and agreed.   During the month the following activities had been organised. A large group of members had visited the Garden House near Bickleigh, where John Mulvey gave a demonstration of his craft in his workshop followed by a tour of the garden where many of his sculptures are displayed, and concluding with a video showing the casting of his models. The walkers had been to Broadhembury where they enjoyed seeing the bluebells and a display of glider flying. They had also had a tough walk along a little used footpath at Culmstock. The singles had been to Withleigh Farm garden, where they also appreciated the beauty of a bluebell wood.

Future plans include a visit to Powderham Castle and to the Northcott Theatre. A letter of thanks had been received from Doreen Williams thanking us for our 
gift of £50.00. The village hall representative gave an update on the work being carried out including the repair of damage caused by vandalism. She appealed for support for their coffee morning.

Betty Penberthy and three other members are organising a coffee morning in support of Hospiscare on July 3rd. Hospiscare are helping our member Phyllis Pearce who is very ill. 

Our prearranged speaker was unable to come so Stephanie Diamond stepped into 
the breach with  'An Anthology of Harassment', an account of her problems with a ‘neighbour from hell’, including some poems and song she had written. We admired her courage and were dismayed at how little help she had received from police and other authorities. Tea was served and the meeting closed at 9.35pm.
                                                                                                         Phyllis Vernon

Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body
EVEN MORE ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Affordable Housing is the topic of conversation these days everywhere you look.  In Mid Devon we are really aware of the problems, especially in the villages.  My job as Rural Housing Development Officer is to help communities to build some affordable housing.  This housing can be renting from a Housing Association or part buy or part rent or even low cost housing. 

In order to achieve a scheme in Willand. we need better statistics and one easy way to improve the information is for people to put their names down on the Council Housing Waiting list (Housing Register).  You just need to fill in an application form, which you can get from Mid Devon District Council, Housing Services, Phoenix House, Phoenix Lane, Tiverton EX16 6PP or telephone 01884 234 289 or you can down load the form from the council web site www.middevon.gov.uk.

Many people feel that this is hopeless, as only certain people are housed but we do nominate to Housing Associations, too.  The applicants get points for such things as sharing facilities, income, and disrepair of the property, overcrowding and dependent children.  Copies of the guide for the points scheme for the Housing Register are easily available.  So I encourage households, single people and families to register.  We also keep a list of people who want shared- ownership houses.

Another way we improve our statistics is by carrying out Housing Needs Surveys 
and it is possible that we will do this in Willand.  Should we achieve a project and build some houses, those houses will only be allocated to households on the Council Waiting List (Register).  This rule also applies to Housing Associations.
I hope this information helps and do, please, encourage anyone you know to be registered for housing.           Cathrine Simmons,   Mid Devon District Council

Shin: a device for finding furniture in the dark.

PROSTATE SUPPORT ASSOCIATION.

The Tiverton and Cullompton branch of the North & East Devon Prostate Support Association held a meeting at GEBA, Canal Hill, Tiverton on Tuesday, 8th June.  Much useful discussion took place among members of their diagnosis of the disease by different doctors, their referral to Wonford and the resultant treatment.  The male seems reluctant to discuss the subject and it was made clear at the meeting by the wives present that they had all had to do a little urging forward to get their husbands to attend surgery. Diagnosis and treatment varied but all were grateful and that essential first visit to the doctor was the most important.

The next meeting of the group was arranged for Tuesday 31st August, at 7.30pm, at the same venue. Anyone suffering from any form of prostate problem is welcome to attend for support and information with other sufferers.  For further information, please contact 01884 257110 or 266711.
What is the probability that something will happen 

according to the odds?
CUTTING DOWN ON THE PAPERWORK

Perhaps you’ve given up in despair at the amount of unwanted paperwork that arrives at your house. Whether it’s supermarket advertising, charity requests, scratch-card competitions, newspaper supplement inserts – it invariably goes straight into the recycling or waste bin.  You may have seen (or missed) an article in one of the newspapers recently, which I thought was worth passing on. It described a number of ways that you can stop most of the unwanted paper, or ‘phone calls and faxes, merely by making a few ‘phone calls yourself.

To stop unsolicited material sent specifically to your address, contact the Mailing Preference Service, Freepost 22, London W1E 7EZ, (0207 291 3310) or www.mpsonline.org.uk    That’s for addressed junk mail. 

To stop unaddressed junk mail, which arrives with your normal post, contact the 

Door to Door Council Manager, Direct Marketing Association (UK) Ltd., DMA House, 70 Margaret Street, London W1W 8SS (0207 291 3300).  It will add your address to a list and the Royal Mail will cease to deliver the stuff.

If you have a fax machine, pages of junk coming through at all hours of the night can be more than a minor irritation.  The Fax Preference Service (0845 070 0702) or www.fpsonline.org.uk can stop it.  Firms sending advertising faxes are obliged to check the list of people who opt out every month and can be fined if they continue sending unsolicited material in this way.

And there’s one more – if you’re fed up with people calling from call centres to offer home improvements, etc., you can stop them by registering with the Telephone Preference Service (0207 291 3320) or www.tpsonline.org.uk    Its direct registration line is 0845 070 0707.

Please consider taking some time to add your name to the various lists. It might take a month or so to take effect but it’s worth it in the end.  Go on, do it now – and start a campaign, by telling your friends.                                                     Ed.

Just going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than standing in a garage makes you a car.

FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL, UFFCULME
BAR-B-Q:   This is being held on the 23rd July in conjunction with a “Promise Auction”.  We are looking for people to offer “promises”, which can be auctioned on the evening of the Bar-B-Q.   Anything from a hairdo to a helicopter ride, dinner for two to a decorating job, gardening work or a car valet etc. If you can “promise” something for the auction please get in touch as soon as possible with either Kathleen (01884 840359) or the Mill (01884 840960). Sorry about the short notice but the auction was arranged in May, which was too late for your previous magazine but I am sure that any offers will not be turned down!

SPONSORED WALK:   These have proved popular in the past and make a pleasant way to raise money; the walk will be held on Sunday 22nd
August starting from the Mill Car Park at 11 a.m. travelling along the River Culm to Culmstock where there will be a lunch break (you can bring a packed lunch to eat by the river bank or visit one of the local hostelries i.e. Culm Valley Inn or the Ilminster Stage) returning to the Mill where a well-earned cream tea will await your arrival.  Sponsor forms will be available at the Mill Shop and all you have to do for a pleasant day out is collect a number of Sponsors - good luck.

COUNTRY FAIR:   Once again the fair will be held at Bridwell Park, Uffculme by kind permission of Lord and Lady Ivar Mountbatten on Sunday 5th September - 10a.m. to 6p.m.   All the usual craft and various other stalls, plus sideshows and arena events. As usual any volunteers willing to help with setting up the show (Friday and Saturday) or on the day itself with the Friends' stalls, would be much appreciated.   If you are interested please ring Kathleen or the Mill (numbers in the Bar-B-Q item).  

FINALLY:   "Happenings" at the Mill, which may be of interest to you, for the next 3-4 months are as follows:-   1)  until the 16th July - "ON THE MAP" an exhibition by the International Felt Association to celebrate wool from the regions;   2)  20th July to 6th August - "WHERE THERE'S A WEFT THERE'S A WAY" - Designs produced by the Culm Valley Community Learning Hand Weaving Group (taught at Coldharbour Mill) and 3)   9th August to 25th September - "IMAGES OF ENGLAND" – English Heritage aiming to engage public interest in listed buildings and heritage that surrounds them on a daily basis. All the above Exhibitions have an admission fee of £1.50, they are all at the Mill from 10-30am to 5pm daily and your contact for any further details or queries is ASHLEY SMART (01884 840960)               MARGOT SHERGOLD
Whatever hits the fan will NOT be evenly distributed.

YESTERDAY’S WILLAND
A comparison between a modern map of the village and a 19th century map shows that although a tremendous amount of building has taken place to support the ten-fold increase in the population of the parish, a significant number of interesting buildings have disappeared.

Who can recall the Smithy that used to stand alongside the Halfway Inn?  Townlands House, remembered now only as a street name?  The Railway Hotel and Assembly Rooms, now lost to the motorway?  The various buildings which used to be part of Tiverton Junction Station – only the skeleton of the platforms remain. And Verbeer Lodge, which used to stand at the original entrance to Verbeer Manor?  All these were demolished in the 20th century.

Even longer ago, Stones Hill Farm once stood on the road from Five Bridges but was demolished to make way for the railway in the 1840s.  Coombe Farm and East Burn Rew Farm were both destroyed by fire many years ago, along with many early parish records at the latter.
Summers Mill and Parrocks Farm have also disappeared - why and when we don’t know.  If anyone can add to our knowledge of these lost buildings please get in touch.  Unfortunately many of them seem to have gone without any record being preserved, although thanks to the help we have already had from Willand 
residents we have photographs and information on a few.     Derek Grant, 32378
Sometimes I need what only you can provide –

your absence.

ENJOY CAR –FREE DAYS OUT IN DEVON                                                 An  adult  day  ticket on  Devon  County  Council's  Sunday  Rover  bus  and train network  is  now  cheaper  than last year at £5.00, providing exceptional value for money. The service operates until Sunday 19th September.

Newly designed 'Days Out' leaflets are available from various outlets and Sunday Rover ticket holders will also enjoy reduced admission prices to various attractions.  DevonBus publications, including the Dartmoor Sunday Rover leaflet, can be obtained by calling DevonBus on 01392 382800 (9am-5pm Monday to Friday) or by e-mail to devonbus@devon.gov.uk or at the County's website www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus The High Moorland Visitor Centre can be contacted on 01822 890414 for more details of days out.

A  free  Discovery  Guide  to  Dartmoor,  designed  to  help  people use buses and trains  to  travel  round  the area,  is  now  available.  Produced  by Devon County Council and the Dartmoor National Park Authority, the guide has been distributed directly to a number of outlets in the Dartmoor area.

What is written without effort is generally read without pleasure.
P.C. PRECIS 

No, not another member of the local constabulary but a short report on the Parish Council Meeting, Thursday, 10th June. The Citizens Advice Bureau has received additional funding which will allow them to continue with their Outreach programme. This enables those people who have difficulty in getting to one of the Mid Devon offices to arrange for someone to visit them in their own home.  David Pugsley, from Mid Devon District Council, gave a short talk on rural issues in our area - if any residents have any problems or views as to how the council conducts its business or spends our money, he's the man who wants to hear about it.

 

Our Community Policeman, Malcolm Davies and Sergeant Daniel Evans came along to give a report on what they and some of the residents have been up to over the past month. They noticed that 90% of motorists exceeding the speed limit in Silver Street during an hour's observation period actually live here and they were anxious to encourage residents in the new developments alongside Jaycroft to be aware of where their children were and what they were doing, at all times. One lifetime resident, who had been invited to accompany Malcolm on his patrolling of the village one evening, gave such a glowing report on his activities and his manner with the people they met, that there was almost a spontaneous round of applause. Malcolm is now dedicated solely to Willand for his patrolling duties and is anxious to talk to anyone who has something to discuss.

 

Orchard Way is due to have some resurfacing done later this summer and the forecourt at One Stop has been the subject of much correspondence. So, too, has the cemetery and churchyard, which was inspected by those Parish Councillors who volunteered for the task. The P.C. laid the reason for their actions firmly at the door of the stonemasons involved, the demands of their insurance company and the advice given to them by M.D.D.C. The grave stones have to be inspected every five years, according to the insurance company, but the safety issue exists at all times. Many lessons have been learnt as a result of the consequent actions but in response to a question from a member of the public present, the P.C. stated they would take the same action again.  There is still much to discuss on the subject, which will be on the agendas for meetings to come. On the day of Euro and local elections, this was another council under pressure.

 

Our County Councillor missed yet another P.C. meeting - unlike his predecessor, who was always a source of relevant information every month.  Meetings are held on the second Thursday, at 7.00pm at the Village Hall. Members of the public are always welcome to attend and have their point of view heard.  They are a source of information on proposals and decisions that affect the community in which you live. Agendas and previous Minutes are displayed on the notice boards outside the Village Hall, at One Stop and on the Willand website.                               B.H.

Today’s preparation determines tomorrow’s achievement.

St. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH.
I’ve heard people speculate what a man from Mars would think of our world if he came as an alien. What on earth would a complete outsider make of us?   I’m sure that many things that are part of church life appear quite as odd to anyone coming to them for the first time. Religion seems particularly prone to making mountains out of molehills. There seems to be a strange tendency among us humans to get worked up about trivia – the rituals and traditions which are really just the bric a brac of religion.
Just as eating at a banquet is dauntingly complicated if you are unfamiliar with the correct cutlery to use with each course, so much religion seems designed chiefly to embarrass the person who puts a foot wrong.

Among the numerous reasons that Jesus was crucified, was his head-on confrontation with those who specialised in cluttering up the faith of the Bible with their rituals, traditions and man made rules. He accused them of majoring in minors. His critics reduced the truth about God and man to a version of Trivial Pursuits. The Old Testament laws were designed to enhance life and glorify God, not to lay a series of minefields to distinguish the religious ‘U’ from the ‘Non U’.

A preoccupation with the rituals and traditions is at the same time both childish and cruel. It alienates the serious seeker after God, it makes the stranger feel ill at ease in the house of God and it distorts the image of God in men’s minds by suggesting he is petty minded. Jesus compared the religious specialists of his time with people who were content to clean only the outside of dishes when they were washing up. Read Luke 11 v 39 onwards or Matthew 23, especially the punch line in v 23 ‘You have neglected the weightier matters of the law, JUSTICE, MERCY and FAITHFULNESS.’ Part of the beauty of the message of Jesus is his way of putting things in their right proportions – He majored in majors.

That whole episode where Jesus warned his hearers against false religion is one of the most important and most neglected parts of the Gospels. Far from endorsing all religion as equally valid, he rejected the trivial pursuits or bric a brac, which have the fatal fault of turning people off the real thing by burdening them with matters of no real consequence. 

With the Gospel as with currency – the real thing has real worth – but there are counterfeits out there to deceive the gullible.                       Keith Horsfall, Vicar

St. MARY’S GUILD

On Thursday 15th July, the Guild is holding a Coffee Morning in aid of the Children’s Hospice South West.  It will be held in the Church Hall, starting at 10.15am.  I do hope you will be able to attend.       Thank you,            Maria Lee.

I almost had a psychic girlfriend but she left me before we met.
COMMON SENSE

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, whose name was Common Sense.  Common Sense had been with us for many years – no-one knows how old

he was, since his birth records were lost long ago in bureaucratic red tape.

He will be remembered as having cultivated such valued lessons as knowing when to come in out of the rain, why the early bird catches the worm and that life isn’t always fair.  Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don’t spend more than you earn) and reliable parenting strategies (adults, not the kids, are in charge).

His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intended but overbearing government regulations became the basis for determining right and wrong in society, leaving no room at all for his presence, let alone that of his close and dear companions Conscience and Self-Direction.  Reports of a six-year-boy being charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate, “harm reduction models” replacing zero-tolerance policies for violent behaviours & addictions and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition.

It declined even further when schools were required to get parental consent to administer an aspirin to a student but could not inform the parents if she became pregnant and wanted an abortion.

Near the end, our beloved friend could see no purpose in hanging on after hearing that a woman failed to realise that a steaming cup of coffee was hot, spilled a bit on her lap and was awarded a huge settlement. And finally, he lost the will to live entirely as the Ten Commandments became contraband, churches became businesses and criminals received better treatment than their victims.

Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust, his wife Discretion, his daughter Responsibility and his son, Reason.  He is survived by two stepbrothers, My Rights and Ima Whiner.

Not many attended his funeral because so few even realised he was gone.  If you still remember him and would like to honour his passing, please pass this message on.  If not, join the majority and do nothing.                 The Kay Family.
A memory is an etching that time has engraved upon your mind.

WILLAND OVER 60’S CLUB

Our May meeting was attended by 50 club members and the speaker on this occasion was Lyn Reed, who demonstrated her card making and many other different crafts. Our outing on May 24th to Sidmouth and Otter Nurseries was very successful.  The weather was very kind to us with beautiful sunshine and it was good to have a practically-full coach.  We rounded off our trip with a draw and very good prizes.  Our next outing will be to Weston-Super-Mare in June but we are looking forward to Monday, July 19th when we will be visiting Newquay and on the 23rd August we have a Tour of Dartmoor (see Diary page for times).

Our Coffee Morning on May 15th was very successful and we would like to thank everybody who attended and contributed to the various stalls.  Our next Coffee Morning will be on Saturday, September 11th.  Our speaker for our June 10th meeting is Mrs Pridham, from the R.S.P.B.  On July 8th we welcome the children from Willand School who will entertain us and on August 12th it will be Mrs. Pat Salter with a travel film.

I would again like to welcome any Willand resident – who is eligible – to come and join our Club and, if we have seats to spare, we would welcome any non-members to join us on our outings. My number is 38217.     Margaret Atherton.

What one generation sees as a luxury, the next sees as a necessity.

WILLAND PARISH PLAN UPDATE
The Parish Plan Steering Group has been meeting regularly for the last six months in preparation for the consultation with the Willand community. A good number of the village organisations have been involved in thinking through what are the key issues and concerns for the village.
These include:

· Key village services

· Community facilities

· Children

· Youth

· Leisure

· Environment

· Transport

· Community safety

· Traffic.
The Steering Group is now putting together a questionnaire which will be distributed to every household later in the autumn. It has applied to the Countryside Agency’s Vital Villages Scheme for funding to help with the costs.

If you would like to get involved in the Steering Group or have any specific issues you would like to include in the consultation, this could be your last opportunity! Please let us know what they are. The next meeting is on Monday, 12th July, 7.00 p.m. at the Village Hall or phone either Sue Turner (38041) or Tony Hancock (35165). 

Some days are a total waste of makeup.

AND FINALLY

Another varied selection of articles has made up the Magazine this month.  If you have something to send, it would help me if you did so well before the cut-off date if possible, so that I can plan how much space I need for the last minute articles because of meeting dates, etc. I know there are still some organisations within the village that have never sent in an article, or put out a plea for help. The Willand Magazine was started to continue and promote the community spirit, so by remaining anonymous, you are not enabling others to know you are there. I am trying to retain a village ‘pump’ atmosphere here. I need help.                          Ed.   

WILLAND DIARY
July

Thursday    1st     Methodist Church Coffee Morning                                 10.00am

Thursday    1st     C.A.M.E.O.,                       W.V.H.                                   7.15pm

Friday        2nd       Auction of Promises, Barbecue, Uffculme School,           7.00pm

Friday        2nd    Willand Pre-School Family Night BBQ,    W.V.H.

Friday        2nd    Uffculme School ‘Auction of Promises’, Uffculme,          7.00pm

Monday     5th     Culm District Flower Club                        W.V.H.            2.15pm

Tuesday     6th 
 Willand Rovers Bingo                               W.V.H.            7.30pm

Wednesday7th   Opening of the Environmental Garden, Primary School,   2.00pm

Thursday    8th    Willand Over 60’s Club                            W.V.H.             2.15pm

Friday        9th
 Cowgirl Twisters Line Dancing                W.V.H.            7.30pm

Tuesday   13th 
 British Legion Bingo                                 W.V.H.            7.30pm

Wednesday14th  Garden Club – Penstemons, Club Room    W.V.H.           7.30pm

Thursday  15th    St. Mary’s Guild Coffee Morning for Children’s Hospice.  10.15

Thursday  15th    Pre-School Graduation Coffee Morning,   W.V.H.

Monday    19th    Over 60’s Club trip to Newquay – meet at W.V.H. at       9.00am

Tuesday   20th 
 Willand Rovers Bingo,                              W.V.H.            7.30pm

Friday      23rd    Willand Village Hall Semi-Partner Whist Drive                7.45pm

Friday      23rd    Promise Auction, Coldharbour Mill.

Sunday    25th    The Robin Hood Experience, Willand Playing Field,        4.00pm
Monday   26th 
Blood Donors

August

Monday     2nd 
Culm District Flower Club                         W.V.H.            2.15pm

Tuesday     3rd 
Willand Rovers Bingo                                W.V.H.            7.30pm

Thursday   5th    Methodist Church Coffee Morning                                   10.00am

Thursday   5th    C.A.M.E.O.                                                W.V.H.             7.15pm

Friday       6th
Tiverton Radio Controlled Car Club          W.V.H.   from 6.30pm

Monday   9th    CUT OFF FOR INPUT TO THE SEPTEMBER MAGAZINE
Tuesday  10th 
British Legion Bingo                                  W.V.H.           7.30pm

Thursday 12th    Willand Over 60’s Club                             W.V.H.            2.15pm

Saturday  14th 
Willand Flower & Vegetable Show           W.V.H.            2.30pm

Tuesday  17th 
Willand Rovers Bingo                                W.V.H.            7.30pm

Friday     20th
Cowgirl Twisters Line Dancing                 W.V.H.            7.30pm

Sunday    22nd    Sponsored Walk, Coldharbour Mill,                                 11.00am

Monday   23rd    Over 60’s Club Tour of Dartmoor, meet at W.V.H.  at    10.00am        

Friday     27th 
Willand Village Hall Whist Drive                                      7.45pm 

It takes less time to do a thing right than it does 

to explain why you did it wrong.
