EDITORIAL                           No. 50      JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2004      

As you may have noticed, this issue is something of a milestone. We started with 1000 copies of one folded piece of A3 paper in November 1995, one for every household in the parish. Since then, it’s been an A5 booklet every other month with adverts, which our printers have always completed in time for delivery by the 1st of the relevant month (except for last month, because I was on holiday). With a copy going to each advertiser, plus the additional houses that have been built, we are now up to 1450 copies each issue, only ten of which are currently spare (for potential new advertisers).  

Advertising revenue pays for five of the six issues per year and if you’d like a few more statistics, 37 deliverers have carried a total of 60,050 copies, which have contained 2,320,475 pages (give or take a few), which is 580,118 sheets of A4 paper! Plus the covers. We still have just a few of Giles Read’s Christmas cards left to use for the seasonal issue, although he has made a career change and is now designing children’s playgrounds! So, a sincere ‘Thank You’ to him, to each of our deliverers and contributors, to Astra Printing Group and to all of our advertisers, past and present, for their support over the past eight years. Without them, the venture would have been considerably more difficult!! Finally, my best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a peaceful 2004.                                                                 Ed. 

Yesterday, I couldn’t spell engineer. Now I are one.

M5 SIGHTS GUIDE

This is the title of an A4-sized, coloured 96-page book that was sent to me recently, for reasons which will become obvious. It has been written by Mike Jackson & Kristina Thimm (with a foreword by Michael Aspel) and it cover facts, history and pictures of all the landmarks, man-made and natural, which are visible from the motorway, from its junction with the M6 down to the viaduct and Pearces Hill at Junction 31. 

There are five pages which cover the stretch from the Wellington Monument down to the Cullompton exit, with anecdotes, statistics, trivia and insights into firms, farms, fly-overs and factories. Items such as Charlie Goff setting up a café in the 1950’s and Margaret Broom’s views of her land being compulsorily-acquired for the route of part of the motorway at Venn Farm are fascinating. As the ‘flyer’ says, it ‘Turns the motorway into a tourist attraction in its own right’.

The book will not be available in retail stores, I understand, until February or March of next year but a cheque for £8.99, sent to Severnpix, P.O. Box 468, Worcester, WR6 5ZR will get one winging its’ way to you. You can also investigate it further by logging on to www.severnpix.co.uk  or you can pop round and have a look at my copy.  The ISBN is 0-9545402-0-4 and it matters not where you live reasonably close to the M5 or are just a traveller on it – it’s almost un-put-downable, so it gets my recommendation.         Ed.

Today, nearly everyone can read but very few people can think.
WILLAND AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Willand has some 1400 homes, of which approx. 130 are Council owned, leaving 1270 as private or private landlord owned. Since 1983 Willand has been a permanent construction site, with an additional 900 new private homes being built. The figures in my opinion tell a story, a sad, extremely depressing saga born out of poor planning and neglect at the highest level. It’s interesting to note that the views expressed in the 1998 Village Appraisal came out against any further house building without adequate infrastructure. Did the interpretation or people perceptions at that time see the need for Affordable or Houses to Rent as an integral part of the serious shortfall of the infrastructure provision, or was it a separate issue?

As part of this years Village Plan, returns suggest that Affordable Homes are a top priority because the on-going development of Willand was achieved by the misuse of the Outline Planning Process. Its’ various developers were not obliged to include elements of affordable units in their proposed plans. Much of the development was approved before I was elected and there has been little one could do, except fight a rear guard action.  In 1999 a judge in chambers ruled that in future all Outline Plans, however old or sitting in the wings, would have to be revised to meet government planning amendments as well as changes with local planning authority policies. At that time we had a Prowting/Westbury plan for 98 new homes waiting in the wings. The then Parish Council, including myself, managed, without the support of MDDC as the Planning Authority, to secure an agreement for 6 new Homes-for-Rent properties, along with a cash contribution toward Youth Facilities within the Village.  While 6 isn’t a lot, it is better than nothing. The irony is that today Willand has the highest housing waiting list, with 186 families, in Mid Devon, although only around 30 of these actually live within the Parish.  Given that Uffculme also makes up part of the Lower Culm district ward, if we add their figure of 106 we have a total just short of 300 families.

So what’s the answer? As you know MDDC has been told it must explore ways of disposing of its Council House stock. A vote on an agreed formula has been submitted to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, who must now decide whether or not to grant permission to go ahead with the best option.  Then if the tenants agree with the proposal, MDDC housing stock will be sold to a Housing Association-type operation. Not a great deal of encouragement from that quarter.

Mid Devon is in the middle of a Local Plan review. One of the proposals within the recommendations is that as an authority we increase the level of Affordable & Homes-to-Rent provision within all future Housing Planning applications to 40% of the total build. Failing that, cash contributions of equal measure should be made to the Local Authority, who, working with a Housing Association could build rented-type properties accordingly.  In Willand’s case, the land available within the existing settlement boundaries has almost been swallowed up. In essence, no room for private building negates the 40% affordable options. This could change however if the Local Plan Inspector finds in favour of extending the tight settlement lines which are in place around the Village at present. As an aside it is worthy of note, Governments allocate just £36 per house to Councils, while Housing Corporations get £98 per property.  We can of course, build such housing association-type dwellings outside the agreed settlement limits, but to get the necessary funding we would need to get the land at a reduced premium. Again, we might need a private developer, and here again, as the policy stands, this is fraught with problems. Likewise, small pockets of land or disused depots, redundant car parks, etc, all within the Councils ownership, could be a further consideration and would be easier to fund. 

The picture as presented is not a pretty one. The waiting lists only reflect Council needs - they do not address the wider housing requirements of those who feel the need to move because of various localised or family constraints. Early next year a Housing Needs Survey will be issued as part of a more in-depth study of life in the village. The content – and results - of the survey will, it is hoped, paint a more up-to-the-minute picture. 

Yet there is some good news. Those who applied to the Housing Association will have by now been interviewed. It is envisaged that the successful applicants will be moving into their new homes, which are finished to a higher specification than their private counterparts, early next year.  It is a terrible dilemma but it is however one that we must address. The housing market in the South West is buoyant, the second highest in the country but the developments do little or nothing to address the needs of our young people, our future generations, our local heritage and lifeline. Do we bite the bullet and seek funding to develop housing-association-type developments outside the present settlement area, or do we encourage the future generations of the South West to up sticks and move away? Your views and observations would be welcome, by post, by ‘phone{34050} or e-mail eddenni@aol.com.                Thank you .                                  Eddie Dennis

MORE ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Devon County Council is taking advantage of Government consultation on affordable housing to press for major changes.  Members of the Council's Cabinet - the Executive - have welcomed some of the Government's proposals, but said they were not sufficient to meet the desperate need for cheaper housing, both to buy and to rent, in Devon. Latest figures show that the average house price in Devon has risen by 95% since 1999. This means to buy such an 'average' house would take eight times the average weekly wage in Devon.
Last autumn the County Council held a round table summit to discuss the affordable homes crisis. A subsequent MORI public opinion survey showed that a lack of affordable homes is now the top quality of life concern among Devon people. Devon's draft Structure Plan proposes that at least a third of all new homes built in Devon should be more affordable for local people.
                                                                                                             D. C. C.

A career is like a car, it will not run by itself – except downhill.
THE POST OFFICE.

Most of you will have read about the ongoing problems of viability of Post Offices, with a closure programme of selected offices now in operation.  To keep the Post Office viable, it has to carry out a certain amount of transactions and I would therefore like to thank all benefit clients who have opted to have a Post Office Card Account (not everyone has been contacted yet). This means they are still able to have their benefit paid in cash at a Post Office. Anyone who has opted for their money to be paid directly into a bank can change back to the Post Office if wanted – just come in and see me

A service which has not been widely advertised is the new banking arrangements with Lloyds, Barclays and the Alliance & Leicester. Clients with these current accounts can withdraw cash, bank money and have a balance using their cards and pin numbers.  We can also take payment for bills and most services by Switch or Debit Card.  Lots of other new services are in the pipeline, which I hope will be of benefit to the community.

                                                                                                      Roger Lane
Bills travel through the post at twice the speed of cheques.
MORE MEMORIES OF WILLAND

The Duchess of Devonshire Dairy, with it’s emblem of a ‘Gainsborough’ lady, stood at the entrance to Willand from Halberton, on the side where the Hide & Skin processing factory, (which moved there in the early 60’s), is now sited. The lorries used to pick up milk from the local farms which the company used to manufacture butter and cheese. During the war, they also made up composite packs for Army rations.  Opposite was a petroleum supply for tankers to transport aero fuel to Dunkeswell aerodrome during WW2. For whatever reason, it was also known for the planes to sometimes land on the long drive that led up to Bradfield House.

A little further up the hill into the village, Mr Vicary was the landlord of the Railway Hotel, which stood exactly on the site the motorway now occupies at that point. In the yard behind the hotel was a mobile fish and chip van, (frying on Friday evenings!) also run by Mr Vicary. In the station yard, coal was supplied by Mr Woodberry.  Further still up Station Road, on the site of Granville Place, Mrs Bickham ran her grocery store, later to be taken over by Mr and Mrs Salter, who at some stage brought over the Post Office facilities from the other side of the village. 

Then there was a butcher’s, later used as retail shop for Lloyd Maunder when they closed the one within the factory. This was eventually sold to Bruce Scott, who ran it as a successful newsagents, until subsequently taken over by One-Stop.  Yet another grocery store was next door, on Bennett’s Corner. This was enlarged to provide a second shop which was for the sale of wool and haberdashery.

Bramber Engineering was a little further round the corner in South View Road. They had moved from Cricklewood, in London during the war and many villagers, both male and female, including shopkeepers, were called upon to help with the war-effort in making nuts, bolts, jigs, cable and brake drums, etc. On one particular day, during their break-time, they were strafed by bullets from a German ‘plane, one of which went through the canopy of a pram in Fir Close. Weston’s Biscuit Factory – a warehouse really, was built on the other side of the site (and footpath) after the war and for a short period, it was run as a supermarket by Bob Salter, later to be taken over by Mole Valley Farmers.   

Next door to the Halfway House in the 1930’s, on the north side, stood Mr. Clist’s thatched cottage and his blacksmiths – his son still lives in Cullompton. On the village side of the pub after the war, Mr Cause built a petrol garage, taken over by Ken Tappenden in the late 40’s. The second bungalow on the left down Muxbeare Lane belonged to Dickie Rugg, a shoe repairer who, although he had only one leg, managed to get around on his three-wheeled bike.   

Over in the old village during the 1940’s, Mr White ran the cobblers next to the current Post Office. He also sold such diverse items as sweets and loose tea. In later years, this was to become an antique shop, run by Viv Veysey. Mr Chick, the undertaker lived opposite in Howden Lodge and further up Turnpike Road (was it called that then?) was Tommy Sanders at Elm View Farm, who ran a butchers shop and made deliveries of meat and milk from a motorcycle and sidecar. And down Pig Lane, opposite the garage which was built in 1908, was another skin factory.                                         Jean Dunn
Fascinating stuff, isn’t it?  Please, if you have any additional information on these or previous memories, or any new ones, give me a ring on 34111. It’s important that the facts are not lost or confused and I have ‘a list of names’ – if you don’t contact me, I’ll contact you!                                                    Ed.      

AND YET ANOTHER

I came to live in Willand in the 1950’s and your piece on pre-war trades-people prompted me to write. Who can remember the old man, who called once a year riding his bicycle, with an old attaché case strapped on the back? He sold Pickles Foot Ointment and when he had told you about the merits of this wonder cream, he would produce from his case a jam-jar full of corns, which had been removed from customer’s feet, using this cream!!!

                                                                                                       A Resident

YESTERDAY’S WILLAND (First of a regular series)

A dramatic report in the Church magazine of February 1890, reveals that the parish suffered a measles epidemic around Christmas 1889.  Seven villagers died, including THREE sons of Mr Hunt, the Stationmaster. Walter, Harold and Cecil Hunt were all buried in Christmas week.  Willand History Group
PENSIONERS TO BENEFIT FROM NEW PENSION CREDIT

Fifty percent of Devon's pensioners could benefit financially from Pension Credit which was introduced in October 2003.  Experts, who say that it is the most radical change in income-related benefits for pensioners in 50 years, are urging pensioners to take advantage of the credit.
Many Devon people are now entitled to Council Tax benefit for the first time and many more are getting increased benefits, according to CAREdirect. They have already helped pensioners secure more than £3.5 million in previously unclaimed benefits. Caredirect offer an information and help service for older people and their carers. They say that the new Pension Credit will make a difference to a lot of people.  - please contact them on freephone 0800 444 000 for information on Attendance Allowance, Pension Credit and Council Tax Benefit.                                              D.C.C.
Success is that old ABC – Ability, Breaks and Courage.
THE WAY WE WERE

Sunday suits and hobnail boots, shillings, pounds and pence,

Reapers, binders, window winders, washing on the fence.

Cold stone floors and open doors, shirts that reached your knees,

Horses straining, teachers caning, conkers from the trees.

Corn in shocks, white ankle socks, lime-washed pantry walls,

Tinkers, hikers, side-car bikers, calf length overalls.

Rationed sweets, and third class seats, trains that ran on steam,

Eleven-pluses, country buses, Morris Minor Green.

Trolleys, trams and telegrams, propelling pencil sets,

Saying graces, button braces, Park Drive cigarettes.

Trilby hats, pink-ribboned plaits, paraffin in lamps,

Cut-throat razors, navy blazers, saving foreign stamps.

Aertex vests and TB tests, cigarette card swops,

Trouser turn-ups, push-bike burn–ups, bald Kleen-eze mops.

Acne, boils, cod-liver oils, mother darning socks,

Aesop’s Fables, twelve-times tables, girls in dirndl frocks.

We said our prayers for Kings and heirs, as old gave way to new

And bells were rung when we were young, in 1952.

                          With acknowledgements to the Kentisbeare Parish News

LETTER TO THE ED.
Hello Brian Holmes,  Thank you for printing my article in the magazine. The power of the press has been seen as a result.  We had two visitors to the museum this week from Australia who came clutching a copy of your magazine opened at my article. They were staying at the Waterloo Cross Hotel and had, I assume, picked it up from there. They were tracing family ancestors who came from Kentisbeare/Willand and were pleased to know they could find what they wanted to see in the locality. Kind regards,

      Alan Voce, Family & Local History Co-ordinator, Tiverton Museum 

AND ANOTHER  Dear Brian, thank you for the magazine, in my first year of trading, I have tried newspaper ads, Yellow Pages and leaflet drops but the best response has been from the parish mag! So thank you very much – I hope soon to be able to retire in style to a caravan on the central reservation of the M5 – that’ll be the affordable housing everyone is talking about! 
                                                                                                  An Advertiser

The grass may be greener on the other side 

but it’s just as hard to cut.
WILLAND PRE-SCHOOL
Christmas will soon be upon us and we would like to wish everyone a merry Christmas. Hopefully you will have had a nice time at our Coffee Morning with Nativity Play and Graduation on Thursday 11th December. We would also like to send our best wishes to all the children who graduated and are leaving us to start school in January.

A big ‘thank you’ to all that joined in the fun of the biscuit quiz and we hope you enjoyed it. This event raised a fantastic £454.50 for the Pre-School. The winner and the runner up were announced at the above coffee morning and the answers are further on and on the website.. I’d like to thank Stoneman Engineering for sponsoring the quiz and Suzanne and Roger at the Post Office for their help in providing the collection point for the returns. 

A date for your diary – Saturday 14th February 2004 – yes Valentines Day and we thought the adults deserved a night out.  The Band ‘Phoenix’ will be performing at the village hall and there will also be a bar.  Further details will be available early next year but you might want to organise the babysitter, this should be a good night out.  Please visit our website www.willandpreschool.co.uk and keep a look out for posters nearer the time.   Happy Christmas and New Year from everyone at Willand Pre-School.                               Hilary Perrett,  Secretary, Willand Pre-School

Those who say it cannot be done are usually 

interrupted by others doing it.

DEVON CALLS FOR ADOPTIVE PARENTS 

At any given moment, between 15 and 20 children in Devon are waiting to be adopted. Devon's Social Service is calling for potential adopters to contact their Adoption Unit on: 01392 386639 (for Exeter), 01803 869038 (for Totnes), or 01271 388050 (for Barnstaple).

Yesterday is today’s memory, tomorrow is today’s dream.

TIVERTON RADIO-CONTROLLED CAR CLUB

Just in case someone gets one for Christmas (or has one already), you may be interested to know that the Club meets during the November to March racing season in Willand Village Hall. Run by David & Jacquie Rowcliffe, of Wings and Wheels in Tiverton, the Club attends on two Friday evenings a month. The next relevant dates are January 9th and January 16th, so if you want to pop along to see what’s going on for yourself, the sessions start at 7.00pm. If you need more information, you can ring either David or Jacquie on 232170 during the day or 860763 after 7.00pm.                                   Ed.
Life has no rehearsals, only performances.

LLOYD MAUNDER BY-PRODUCTS  RENDERING  DEPARTMENT
Following extensive examination over recent months the Directors reached the conclusion at the Board Meeting of 7th November that it was in the best interests of the company that the By-Product Rendering Department should be closed. The closure was carried out on Tuesday 11th November.

Primarily, this decision was forced by the introduction of new legislation that meant our rendered product could no longer be sold into the pet-food industry – turning the By-Products Plant from a small profit into a significant loss.

Secondly, rising standards of environmental control meant that substantial investment would be required now to meet these responsibilities. The loss of revenue from the end product, and the need to spend capital to continue to produce it, made the operation uneconomic. 

Rendering is used to process and treat the parts of animals we choose not to eat. Called “by-products”, this material is cooked to reduce the moisture content and kill any harmful bacteria. The melted fat (tallow) is separated from the solid (protein), which is turned into a biscuit-type material called “meat and bone meal” (M&BM.) Depending on the quality of the raw by-products and the cooking standard used, M&BM could be sold as a product into the pet-food industry. The tallow could be sold into the cosmetic or pharmaceutical industries, or used as a fuel to power boilers to provide the heat to render more by-products! Lloyd Maunder took advantage of these markets for its M&BM and tallow.

The use of certain by-products, including M&BM, was changed with the introduction of new legislation on 1st July 2003. Overnight, our M&BM could no longer be used in pet-food. To meet the legislation, we still had to render our by-products into M&BM before paying to dispose of it to landfill – a cost upon a cost. A number of grey areas within the rules still offered the possibility of our material remaining acceptable for pet-food. Talks with Government closed this possibility in September.

Environmentally, Lloyd Maunder has been working with Mid Devon District Council to improve the By-Product Plant odour control equipment, following concerns from some of the residents of Willand. Following an Action Plan between MDDC and ourselves, we scientifically measured our odour emissions and, using computers, made a map of the affected areas. This data was used to test different odour control equipment to find which gave the best improvement on the original map. In September, we proposed the equipment we thought it best to install and MDDC agreed in principle. Confirmation later in September that there was no chance of our M&BM going to pet-food made any investment in this equipment uneconomic.        

Regrettably, the closure has meant that three By-Products Plant operators’ roles and two support roles have also been affected. Alternative employment has been offered to those made redundant where it was available and suitable and four of the five have chosen not to accept this offer.
Lloyd Maunder will continue to work with Mid Devon District Council, and the Environment Agency, to meet its current and future environmental responsibilities.                    Graham Melhuish.  Environmental Manager.
Windows: just another pane in the glass.
WILLAND ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION

Winter has well and truly arrived and the rains are at last replenishing the underground aquifers we rely on. Aside from enjoying crops such as parsnips, leeks, sprouts, kale and broccoli, it’s a time to look forward to next season and make new choices from seed catalogues. After such a warm and sunny season, it’s tempting to consider more exotic varieties for next year.

There have been two well supported working parties on the field to help improve the facilities available. Both were good opportunities for plot-holders to get to know each other better whilst performing part of a programme of work that will continue into the Spring.

The turn of the year will see the arrival of our Annual General Meeting, which will be held in the village hall at 7.30pm on the evening of Monday, 23rd February, 2004. All members are welcome and will be able to enjoy refreshments and an opportunity to socialise after the formal part of the evening.                                                                                              Horticus
WILLAND St. MARY’S LUNCH CLUB

We are hoping to start a Lunch Club in Willand for those Seniors who find it difficult to get out, have a meal and meet others. It will be held in the Church Hall and we will provide lifts for those who cannot get there on their own. The proposed charge will be £3.00. Numbers will be limited to 12 at first until we can see what the response will be.

If you are interested in becoming a member or know anyone who might be, please let either the Vicar or myself know by the end of December. We would also welcome any volunteers who might like to help in this exciting new venture.

“LAUNCH – LUNCH DAY” WILL BE WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 18th AND THEREAFTER ON THE THIRD WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH.     Robin Wellesley, Co-ordinator Willand St. Mary’s Lunch Club Tel. 01884 34137
There should be no passengers on spaceship earth -

  we are all crew.

THE VILLAGE & COMMUNITY OF WILLAND

As a founder member of the newly created Liaison Group, I support totally the decision by Lloyd Maunders to close its render units. I also acknowledge that the company is a major contributor to the economy and employment stability in Devon.
My family and I moved here in 1979 and one lasting early memory I have is that of arriving back home in Willand and saying to my neighbours “what is that terrible smell?” “No problem,” was the reply, “its only Lloyd Maunders, it comes and goes with the prevailing weather and winds.” That has been the case ever since and to their credit, the Company has over the ensuing years worked on numerous projects to reduce the impact of the smell, working alongside and co-operating  with the Environmental Health Office, to bring about improvements to their working practices and the communities quality of life.  However this year’s long hot summer saw a significant increase in the numbers of local complaints, which, coupled with stringent new government legislation, have been major factors in the companies decision.

Another good piece of news is that the Motorway resurfacing through Willand has been successfully carried out, the works being completed two weeks ahead of time. The difference is unbelievable, according to the many phone calls and letters I have received. This is yet another benefit to the village’s overall quality of life, so thank you for the support and that of those whose efforts saw the scheduled programme being brought forward by some 7/8 years.

In addition to those two important improvements, what’s next? Continued monitoring of the new relief road around part of Cullompton and, more importantly, the possible lifting of the weight restriction. I am advised that agreement on the proposed link onto Station Road has moved closer.
The other significant activity is the proposed extension of Industrial Land off of the fifth spur of the Willand roundabout. There are three major agencies involved in plans to develop the site, hopefully in its entirety or in specific areas. Among the numerous conditions linked to the development of the site is the requirement for a new road off of the fifth spur of the roundabout. TGD/Safeway, along with the other two operators on that side of the Estate would then reverse their access and direct their respective traffic directly onto the new road. Another option has re-emerged, namely a direct link off of the roundabout and through the side of the old Fazion unit on to South View Estate. The original option of a road was scuppered by the then owners, who obtained planning permission for an office building, but the building was never constructed. The new owner is happy for the link to be part of the new proposals. If this can be achieved, the additional advantage would be that Stofords could also have a direct access to and from the Roundabout via the fifth spur. The net result would be a substantial reduction in the volume of large vehicles having to negotiate the narrow bridge onto South View Road, as well as bringing much needed respite to the residents of South View Close. While the talks are ongoing and at a delicate stage, it is hoped that progress is not too far away and I will endeavour to keep you up-to-date.

You will all have seen the comments in the paper about the appalling levels of graffiti which adorned the underpass. Thanks to some new mechanisms, as well as a superhuman effort on the part of a team working with Steve McLellen [Community Safety Officer] the situation is much improved. It was not without difficulties, because no sooner had one section of the walls been cleaned, when over-night, the culprits returned to recommence the paint work. Apparently it never pays to return to the scene of a crime, as in this case four teenagers were caught and have been dealt with accordingly by the Police.
I have been asked why not use an anti-graffiti paint?  The answer from the Highways Agency, who have the overall responsibility, is that such a substance covers all traces of cracks and associated damage and as the motorway runs above, all walls must be free for proper examination at any time.  MDDC is at war with graffiti vandals and with your support we can contain the problem. If you witness any further acts by these so called  artists, please let me know (34050) or phone Steve direct on 232720.
As we approach this Christmas time, it is worth reflecting on what has been a difficult year for many. While problems here at home are important, we must not lose sight of the wider picture. While the question of a quick fix isn’t an option, a way forward must be high on everyone’s list of priorities. Mindful of that proviso, may I wish you all a very happy Christmas, coupled with the hopes and aspirations for a Peaceful and Happy New Year.

                                                                               Thank you,  Eddie Dennis  
Any change, even a change for the better, is always accompanied by drawbacks and discomforts.

WILLAND FUNDRAISING

By the time you read this, the November activities of the British Legion and Willand Service Station will be long gone but certainly not forgotten, because of the magnificent effort put in by everyone concerned.  The Legion’s Poppy Appeal raised a tremendous £1,783.06, whilst the staff, customers and activities at the Esso/Spar garage improved on last years collection for the Children in Need appeal by 136%,  raising it to £2500.22. Well done and a sincere ‘thank you’ to everyone who gave or collected.  Ed.
A conscience is what hurts when all your other 

parts feel so good.
THE RSPB BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH – 24th AND 25th JANUARY 

Which bird will be crowned the UK’s number one feathered visitor to gardens this winter? It’s the 25th anniversary of the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch and your chance to take part in the world’s biggest survey of its kind. Since 1979, the first year Big Garden Birdwatch took place, the RSPB has seen participation rise from 30,000 to a record-breaking 314,000 in 2003
RSPB has also seen the average number of starlings seen in gardens plummet from 15 to just four and house sparrows from 10 to 4. Song thrush numbers have also fallen sharply, dropping out of the top 10. All of these species have now been declared birds of high conservation concern. Big Garden Birdwatch takes place every year during the last weekend of January and aims to find the most commonly seen garden birds. You don’t have to be an expert to take part and it’s a fun event designed for all the family. Simply spend one hour counting the birds in your garden or local park, and record the highest number of each bird species seen at any one time. The morning is the best time to look, when the birds are out and about feeding after a cold winter night.

For further information and online resources to help you with your birdwatch, visit the RSPB website www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch where an online survey form will be available from the weekend of Big Garden Birdwatch until 23 February 2004.  Alternatively, Big Garden Birdwatch forms can be obtained by phoning 0870 601 0215 (calls charged at national rate). The hotline number will be operational from mid-October.        D.C.C. 

There are three stages of a man’s life; when he believes in Santa Claus, when he doesn’t believe in Santa Claus and

when he is Santa Claus.
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL LITERATURE
If you’re starting to think about getting out and about once the fine weather arrives, or want a small pile of booklets to thumb through, D.C.C. have sent me a small pile of useful information. Discover Devon has three booklets, one for cycle trails, walking trails and visiting forty six beautiful gardens in our county. You can order one by ringing 0870 608 5531 or try www.discoverdevon.com   Then there are little booklets relating to Travelling in Winter, the Highway Maintenance of Roadside Hedges and Trees, and what the Highway Maintenance Department does and who to contact, all available via the Environment Directorate at County Hall. Finally, there’s The Management of Roadside Verges in Devon which covers such diverse subjects as Clearance of Debris, Historical & Archaeological features and Harmful Weeds. It’s the seventh edition of an eighty page booklet and extremely informative. Get your own copy via the Environment Directorate again, on 01392 382847.                                    Ed.

Success always occurs in private - and failure in full view.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

Our Club dinner was a great success, with members enjoying an excellent meal at the Poacher’s Pocket. It was the first time we have held such an event and it was so popular, we expect it will become an Annual fixture.

A team of four members competed against teams from Sampford Peverell, Hemyock and Westleigh & Burlescombe Gardening Clubs for a trial run for the Pottinger Cup Trophy. It was going to be the real thing but the Quizmaster had a family bereavement so was unable to attend. The questions were set by Hemyock’s chairman and seemed much harder than the real quiz last year! In spite of several teams managing to score nothing at all in the first round, everyone had a most enjoyable time and Willand won by one point. We hope to continue this success in the real quiz in February.  

At our November meeting, Phyll and Roy Pearce, two of our longstanding members, gave us an excellent audio-visual display with slides they have taken over the years of various ‘gardens’, including Killerton, Stourbridge and Braunton Burroughs. The slides were accompanied by classical music.

We are having a quiz at our December AGM, together with the usual mince pies and wine, then we have a break until March. We have a very interesting programme arranged for next year – details will follow in the next issue. Membership is only £2.50 per annum, so why not come along and join us? For further details, please contact Carol Allan on 33828.
You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive.

ST. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH

Twice recently two different people made the same remark. Both of them are active in the church but they were talking about doing voluntary work in the village. Each said how hard it is to get people to give their time to voluntary work.  There are of course millions who enjoy running charity shops, raising money for charity, helping in hospitals and so on. In fact, people will often give better service for love than you can get for money. One reason I think that the state needs to rediscover how to strengthen marriage and family life is that people do all sorts of caring in the family circle without thought of payment. The state simply can’t afford to start paying for what people do out of love. 
Why the reluctance to volunteer? Among the reasons I suspect the culture of cynical detachment, so dominant in the media. It needs to be confronted and challenged. Listening to the clever cynics, I can’t work out why they don’t all get into government, local or national. They speak with total confidence that they know exactly where our leaders are going wrong and just what needs doing. They remind me of experts who play football from the terraces, not on the pitch. Is it any wonder that we have voter apathy when this culture of contempt is all pervading?

Without any pretence that we live up to our own ideals adequately, the churches do set out to cultivate a climate of hope, enterprise and personal responsibility. This morning I heard the author John LeCarre in contemptuous mood, using the word ‘evangelical’ as a term of abuse. Yet today as I write (World Aids Day), I was using prayer diaries from those very evangelicals who are running and financing hospitals, clinics, health, welfare and educational projects among the world’s poorest peoples. 

It’s part of evangelical spirituality, drawn from the Bible, to promote the personal stewardship of our time, talents and money in response to God’s kindness to us in Christ. The Bible teaches us to discover our God given gift and use it in his service. Not a popular spirituality for an apathetic, or ‘me’ generation – but plainly right.                                                  Keith Horsfall  

Why is ‘abbreviation’ such a long word?
LADIES` CAMEO GROUP
   Betty Pemberthy chaired the meeting on November 6th when the speaker was Mrs Flanagan, who told of her experiences as a dog-warden. We learned that a sharp command of `SIT` is a good way to disconcert and so check the approach of a threatening dog!

The proposed shopping trip by hired coach to Barnstaple on November 11th was discussed, but the idea was abandoned as uneconomical as only 16 members wished to join in. In the event, six ladies went by bus from Tiverton and found it a very satisfactory solution. The walking group continue with their Saturday expeditions, though the leader - who shall be nameless - confessed she had lost the way on one occasion. 

The Singles group continues to meet regularly and are busy planning their next holiday away together. Flower of the Month was Kit Davies` orchid, and the winner of the Draw was Maureen Farrell.  On December 4th the meeting welcomed Mr & Mrs Andrews for a programme of Carol Singing. They brought a variety of musical instruments with them, and we were invited to join in familiar Christmas songs and carols. We were also introduced to Wassail songs from Devon and Wales, a beautiful though unfamiliar tune for `While Shepherds Watched` which had been discovered in a Crediton Church, and a poacher’s parody of the ‘Twelve days of Christmas’. What ‘My Dog and I’ brought back on the twelfth day included ‘bootiful turkeys’, ‘poached eggs’ and ‘a partridge in an old sack’!  Mary Tebbey expressed the thanks of the meeting.

After the success of this year’s fund-raising efforts for F.O.R.C.E and the League of Friends of the New Tiverton Hospital, suggestions were considered for 2004 and it was decided that our coffee mornings will be in support of Radio Devon’s Chestnut Appeal, and the Tiverton-based Church Housing Action Trust, which helps the homeless of the area.  Christine Sully and Kit Davies had equal votes for Flower of the Month and Viv Slaughter had the first lucky draw ticket.  The last activity of the year will be the Group Dinner on December 9th, at the Tiverton Hotel.

The first Thursday in January, being New Years Day, we shall have no speaker. It will be a purely social occasion for those not involved in other celebrations, with entertainment and games organised by the committee, and an American supper, each of us bringing a contribution of food as well as a plate, cutlery and a drink, - be it bottle, can or thermos, so nobody will be needed in the kitchen and so miss the fun.  Then we come to February and our Annual General Meeting, followed by a buffet supper, which helps to ensure a good attendance for the business of the occasion. With our membership much increased from last year, and four current Committee members standing down we shall be hoping for some new faces and some new ideas.                                                                               Mary Williams.
If you must choose between two evils, pick 

the one you’ve never tried before.

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
The Autumn term is fast coming to a close as this is written and once again the school has had a very busy and successful time.  The Harvest festival went well and it was good to have the Pre-School join us once again. The distribution of gifts around the village was accomplished with the help of many parents. Many thanks for the letters we have received - they are pinned on the children’s notice board so everyone has a chance to view them

On Children in Need day the theme was ‘bring your teddy to school’! Assembly that morning was a sight to be seen, especially when the staff shared a drumming performance with the children (a result of some training given by Miss Hurford). There were teddies dancing in the air, keeping perfect time of course, and a grand total of £157 was raised for the charity.

This year the school is working towards becoming an Eco-School. The focus this term is litter and the school grounds are being carefully monitored by the Eco School Committee (a team of pupils and staff). Regular reports are being given as to the amount of litter found on the site and the children are being encouraged to improve these results each time. Linked to this is the Environmental Area work - more news on this in the next edition, as we are in a very delicate stage at this time. 

We have had two football matches this term. The first, against Willowbank (Willand 6 Willowbank 0), the second against Holcombe Rogus (Willand 1 Holcombe Rogus 2). At the latter we were robbed apparently in the closing minute. (Now we know how Australia felt!!). The emphasis however, remains on the taking part rather than the final outcome.

The season of Christmas is upon us as we go to press. The Music Group is preparing to attend the Methodist Church Village Carol Concert on Sunday 7th December .The school is also excitedly rehearsing the Key Stage One play and the Music Concert. It should be a wonderful evening and a great opportunity to see what talented youngsters there are in Willand!

On behalf of the children we would like to thank the village for its continued support and wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

The sweetest of all sounds is praise.

WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH
It is with great sadness that we have to report the sudden death last month of our Magazine Correspondent Marilyn Davies.  The Family are very grateful for the messages of sympathy they have received from people in the village.

 

From the earliest days of Methodism, John Wesley invited the Methodist people, at the beginning of each year, to renew their covenant with God. Our friends from Cullompton Methodist Church will be joining us at this year's Covenant Service which will be held on Sunday 4th January at 9.30am.  We extend a warm welcome to anyone who would like to join us.

 

A date for your diaries ---- Christians Together in Cullompton and District will again be holding a 'Heavenly Banquet' to mark the week of prayer for Christian Unity.  This will be held at 7.00pm on Saturday 17th January at Cullompton Baptist Church.  The Speaker will be the Vicar of St Mary's, Willand, the Rev Keith Horsfall.                                                   Syd Howell
FRIENDS OF COLHARBOUR MILL, UFFCULME
COFFEE MORNING:   Our Christmas Coffee Morning was a huge success despite the most atrocious weather!!   Many of you braved the elements and enjoyed the mulled wine and mince pies, plus the stalls etc.   Thanks to you all for your support on such a nasty day.

RICHARD FOX EVENING:  This is to be held on Friday 30th January at the   Mill; 7.30pm sharp. Tickets are £5 to include a finger buffet. Richard is very popular, so make sure you get your tickets early, from the Mill Shop.

FEBRUARY:   We  will  be  running  a  fundraising  evening  this month on  Friday 20th  at  the  Mill,  again 7.30pm sharp.  Content  has  not  quite  been decided so watch out for your next magazine or look for posters locally.   It will be a surprise!!

MARCH:      Time  has  come  round  again  for  the  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and the date to put in your diaries will be WEDNESDAY 24th at the Mill, commencing at 7.30pm.   If  you  have  anyone  in  mind  who may wish  to  serve  on  the  Friends'  Committee, please make sure you nominate them - with their permission of course!

Just  left  for  me  to  wish  you  all  a  Happy  New  Year and to say we look forward to your company during 2004.                               Margot Shergold
He who hesitates is probably right

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL.
At last, we can sit back for five minutes an admire all the work that has been done in the Hall. Many thanks to all the organisations who supported us with donations – Over 60’s, Tennis Club, CAMEO and the Garden Club. Thank you also to the individuals who helped. We are now having a short rest and saving up a bit before we embark on the toilets and kitchen. We are hoping to receive 10% towards the work from MDDC but the grants are becoming increasingly difficult to find.

Our Christmas Turkey Bingo was a great success. Thank you to everyone who donated raffle prizes and to Lloyd Maunder for kindly giving us the chickens. A special thank you to Reg Vile, who calls at most of the bingo sessions in the Hall and who gives his time freely and willingly. You are much appreciated, Reg. Thank you also to Steve Vile and Ron Alford, who came along and called back the numbers.

We have had more vandalism problems, with one of the front door windows being broken but fortunately the Police found the culprit and we will receive payment for repairs.  We are still without a caretaker, so are having to rely on volunteers to open and close the Hall. Please help them by putting furniture away correctly and leaving the Hall clean and tidy. If you might be interested in the post, hours to suit, please contact Tony Wills on 34782 for more details.

The Folk Dance Club will have decorations up by the time you read this article. I am sure you will agree that it always makes the Hall look very festive. The Whist Drives are still ongoing. They do take quite a bit of organisation and hard work from Mrs. Willis, so please support her and come along on the fourth Friday of each month, except December, when it is the THIRD Friday. From January, tea will no longer be served at these sessions as the players have said they do not really need it but thank you to Shirley Hebdon, Viv Leonard and Wendy Bartlett for providing them throughout the past year.

The Village Hall Committee would like to wish all its users a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.                                               Carol Allan

AN ODE TO THE SCOTS.
The typical Englishman finishes his breakfast of toast and MARMALADE, invented by Mrs Keiller of Dundee and slips into his RAINCOAT, patented by Charles MacIntosh from Glasgow.  He walks to his office along a road which is surfaced by TARMAC, invented by John Loudon MacAdam of Ayr. Possibly, he drives his car, which is fitted with PNEUMATIC TYRES, patented by John Boyd Dunlop, of Dreghorn. Then again, he could have gone by train, once powered by a STEAM ENGINE, invented by James Watt of Greenock.  In his office, he deals with the mail, bearing ADHESIVE STAMPS invented by John Chalmers, of Dundee and makes frequent use of the TELEPHONE, invented by Alexander Graham Bell, who was born in Edinburgh.   At home in the evening, he dines on his favourite traditional ROAST BEEF from Aberdeen Angus, then watches an item on TELEVISION – an invention of John Logie Baird from Helensburgh – about JOHN PAUL JONES, father of the United States Navy, who was born in Kirkbean.  His son prefers to read TREASURE ISLAND, written by Robert Louis Stevenson, born in Edinburgh, whilst his daughter plays in the garden with her BICYCLE, an invention of Kirkpatrick MacMillan, from Thornhill.

It is impossible for an Englishman to escape the ingenuity of the Scots!  In desperation, he turns to the BIBLE, only to find that the first person mentioned in the good book is a Scot – King James VI, who authorised its translation.  He could of course, take to drink but Scotland makes the finest WHISKY in the world. Nearing the end of his tether, he could uplift a rifle to end it all but the BREECH-LOADING RIFLE was invented by Captain Patrick Ferguson, of Pitfours.  Anyway, if he escaped death, he could find himself injected with PENICILLIN, discovered by Sir Alexander Fleming, Bacteriologist, of Darvel, or given CHLOROFORM, an anaesthetic first used by Sir James Young Simpson, fron Bathgate.

Out of the anaesthetic, his mood would not be improved if his Surgeon told him that he was as safe as the BANK OF ENGLAND, which was founded by William Paterson, from Dumfries.

Perhaps, in order to get some peace, he should request a transfusion of guid Scottish blood, so that he, too, would be entitled to ask ‘Wha’s like us? Damn Few and They’re A’ Deid!’           Taken from a Scottish Tea Towel
A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory.

THE WILLAND PARISH PLAN

The next stage – the Village Survey – is getting closer. The Steering Group is putting together the questionnaire on which your Community Plan will be based. Suggestions for improvements to Willand over the next twenty years were made at the Public Meeting but it is still not too late to get involved, or to contribute your ideas.

The Questionaire will go out with the March/April edition of the Magazine. The steering Group has already made an application to the Countryside Agency’s Vital Villages scheme for funding to produce the Willand Parish Plan. Comments and suggestions please, to Cllr Tony Hancock (35165), Cllr Eddie Dennis (34050) or Sue Turner (38041).
Willand community composting & recycling
In excess of 35 tons of garden waste has been processed at the scheme over the last 12 months and has therefore been saved from landfill - keep it coming along!

We would like to thank everyone who has described our site as tidy and professionally run. We are proud of our volunteers, the work completed so far and their dedication and hopefully we will continue in the same vein next year. Buy your loved one a bag of compost for Xmas to show them you care.

In 2004 we are hoping to continue to write about the composting process we use and we would like to pass on some ideas to all of you and maybe you can start some home composting of your own. We start with some simple facts -

Part 1: A garden heap is an easy way of maintaining a constant supply of organic matter for use throughout the growing year. Vegetative matter of all origins will eventually decay but avoid using the roots of perennial weeds, disease or pest ridden plants and larger woody materials as they take a long time to rot down. Ideal mixes include straw, grass, small twigs, stalks etc. A mixture of dry and wet materials is ideal. The heap requires constant turning and the addition of an accelerator can increase the rate of decay but ensure the whole compost heap remains moist.

May we take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Xmas plus a happy and prosperous 2004.

Steve Betsworth

MILL NEW YEAR STEAM-UP, DEC 31ST 2003 – JAN 1ST 2004

Coldharbour Mill’s exciting and rare steam engines and boilers are fired up for the New Year, featuring the restored 1910 Pollit & Wigzell 300hp steam engine driving the mill’s Rope Race.

Admission: £2 to just view the engines in steam; £5.50 for an all inclusive mill ticket (includes mill tour, Floor 4 Gallery, steam engines etc).

Venue: Coldharbour Mill, Uffculme, Devon, EX15 3EE

Opening Times: 10:30am – 5:00pm (engines in steam until 4pm).

Contact: Ashley Smart 01884 840960 or info@coldharbourmill.org.uk
The pioneers of a warless world are the youth 

who refuse military service.

NEW YEAR’S EVE INDOOR PICNIC.

Mid-Devon Jazz Club invites everyone, members and non-members alike, to a fantastic evening of 60’s & 70’s favourites, jazz, swing, blues, rock & roll and soul music at Halberton Village Hall. Hear Jeremy Huggett’s Band of Gold as you have never heard them before!  The party will start at 8.30pm on December 31st and finish at 12.30am on the 1st. Party into 2004 with Mid-Devon Jazz Club! There is ample parking at the rear of the Hall – but please park prettily!

Admission is absolutely free – this is our way of thanking local people for their wonderful support in 2003. Please come and join in the fun! Of course, the lads will be very grateful for your donations in appreciation of their efforts on the night. As it is a picnic, please provide your own food and drink. We will provide the music – and a chair!

We are looking for a new and permanent venue for our monthly jazz concerts in 2004. Suggestions are welcome - please ‘phone Maria on 35563.

                                                                                                 Brian Badcock

Time is Nature’s way of preventing everything happening at once.

HALFWAY HOUSE.

I would just like to say that after a couple of months of very hard work – inevitable when renovating an old building- we finally opened the old public bar (in recent years used as a small function room for parties, meetings, etc.) into the Main Bar, decorated in a cosy traditional cottage style, on 18th November. Thanks must go to Ken for all his hard work on the plumbing and general building work, Steve and Gavin for the electrical rewiring, Steve Darby for the carpentry, Mark Lang for the upholstery, Mark for the carpets and flooring, Babs for her immense support, all the Staff and Sam and Rose for their extra help – without their efforts, the end result would not have been achieved.

What was the Bar will now be a Restaurant and Bar (a no smoking area) and, all being well, after the necessary permissions have been given, will be given a makeover in the Spring of 2004.   Parties and meetings can still be held in the small room or in the Function Room/Skittle Alley, which was redecorated at the end of last year. Thank you, everyone, once again. Gwen. 

Hard work pays off in the future Laziness pays off now.

BISCUIT QUIZ ANSWERS
A last-minute contribution for the Magazine (although you can see the original version on the Pre-School website).  At a pound an entry, 454 and a half people had a go at what was a very clever quiz and I can just imagine quite a few of them inspecting the Sainsbury’s, Safeway’s and Tesco biscuit sections for the correct answers. Well done, Pre-School!!

1. Jewellery for a birthday tea (Party Rings)  2.Yellow cab (Taxi)  3.They’re   

from a Somerset Gorge (Cheddars) 4.Southern French City (Nice) 5.You can join one (Club) 6. Old fashioned child’s toy (Yo Yo)  7.The rooster in ‘Chicken Run’ (Rocky) 8. Record for the fastest sea crossing of the Atlantic (Blue Riband) 9. Little Loaf (Short Bread) 10.  9 or 18 carat (Gold) 11. Nobleman between a baron and an earl (Viscount)  12.  Highest Card in the Deck (Ace) 13.  American Whiskey (Bourbon) 14.  Tiny frozen jewels (Iced gems)  15.  Thin crackers not from Devon (Cornish Wafer) 16.  Italian Leader (Garibaldi)  17.  Diet Gives(anagram) (Digestive)  18.  2 letters of the alphabet (BN) 19.  Ppppppick me up (Penguin)  20.  This wet city asked for more (Bath Olivers) 21.  Housey Housey (Bingo) 22. Cognac for a children’s card game (Brandy Snaps)  23. Braggarts (Boasters) 24. Socialise with posh folk (Hob Nob)  25. Split the grain (KrackaWheat)  26. Both are nice on apple pie(Custard Cream)  27. Billy Bunter’s snack (TUC)  28. American president (Lincoln)  29.  Isaac’s son’s a bit mad (Jacobs Crackers) 

30.  London hotel (Ritz) 31. This seedy fruit flips over (Fig Roll) 32. Auburn brazils (Ginger Nuts)  33.  Brown bread (Hovis) 34. These crackers are wet! (Water Biscuits ) 35.  Affluent cuppa (Rich Tea)

                        How old do you think you would be if
 you didn’t know how old you were?

MAGIC ROUNDABOUT CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
“Nice of you to put in an appearance,” said Florence, sarcastically. “Where on earth have you been?”

“Keeping the finger on the pulse” said Dougal, casually, “and holidays, of course. A dynamic person like myself sometimes needs recuperation.”

“We hardly see you, these days,” snapped Ermintrude, slowly following behind them down Muxbeare Lane.

“I’ve been run ragged trying to keep up with everything,” said Dougal, “there’s so much going on, it’s difficult to keep track.” 

“Let’s turn left here,” suggested Florence, “on to the footpath, then we can all sit down and you can tell us what’s going on. Brian’s on his way from that barn and Dylan’s over there in the corner.”

They all gathered in a huddle by the stile. “Even this needs work to stop the puddle” said Dougal “but we’ve already got enough to last us for ages.”

“Not more roundabouts, man?” said Dylan, ambling up, dragging his guitar.  

“Don’t think so,” mused Dougal “but it looks like a road off that fifth spur is likely to become a reality soon.”

“What’s the plan, then?” asked Brian.

“Plan? Which one?” said Dougal. “There’s the Local Plan, which still hasn’t been sorted, there’s the Emergency Plan, which needs answers to questions and there’s a Parish Plan coming soon, which is similar to the old Appraisal.

“But we don’t have to do any work for those, do we?” said Florence.

“Maybe not” replied Dougal, “but there’s some forms to fill in and they’re bound to ask for volunteers. And a few volunteers to remove the out-of-date posters that get pinned up would be useful. Why the people who put them up can’t take them down escapes me.”

“What about this spur road then?” said Ermintrude. “I’ve just settled myself into the field there, with a couple of nice poles to scratch on and you reckon they’re going to put a road through it?”

“Almost certainly,” said Dougal. “There’s a number of people making enquiries about sites on this new bit of the industrial estate and I hear that we might have another version of the Ashley Tip down there.”

“Wouldn’t surprise me if Mr Rusty’s got himself into that little venture” said Brian, “likes his bit of enterprise, he does.”

“And there’s talk of another road” continued Dougal, “from the existing estate to meet up with the roundabout, which will make life a lot quieter in South View Road.”   

“So I’m going to be surrounded by traffic again,” said Ermintrude “just when I’d found myself a quiet little corner.”

“You’ll have to put your name down for one of these ‘affordable houses’ that they’re building, ‘cos you’ll be homeless” said Brian.

“Affordable?” said Ermintrude. “Are you joking? As soon as they build houses that don’t cost a fortune, people buy them up and rent them out. Have you seen the prices they’re asking? What hope have we got, who’ve been brought up here, of getting somewhere to live for ourselves? I get very cross about it all.”

“I know,” said Florence, calmly, “I’m sure someone is trying their best to help you, and people like you. What else is happening, Dougal? Anything exciting, for a change?”

“Well, now it’s all scrubbed up, there’s talk of murals in the subway, there’s a shiny new seat in Dean Hill Road, dog bins everywhere and Frank’s fighting for his life up by the Esso garage – he’s been making unsightly molehills again – even if he did do a super job of contractual digging for the pipes for the new water supply up at the allotments. Ooooh YES!! A rumour - well, a secret, really!”

“Ooh….Do tell!” squeaked Florence.

“People have been to see that film in Tiverton” said Dougal, “and as long as you keep it within these four hedges, there’s talk of a local calendar.” 

“You’re having a laugh,” said Dylan, quietly strumming on his guitar, “but that new seat sounds like a good place for a gig.”

“Will you put that guitar down.” said Dougal, crossly. “I’m merely telling you what I heard. And, someone saw sixteen articulated lorries driving through Silver Street in an hour, when the motorway slip-road was shut.”

“Don’t think we’ve heard the last of that one,” muttered Florence, “I see troubled times ahead.”

“Not at the moment, though,” said Ermintrude, “those Christmas light decorations around the village really look lovely. And I’ve been invited for Christmas dinner with friends and relatives down at Weir Mill Farm.”

“Oh, how nice” said Florence, “come on Dylan, play us something topical for this festive season.”

“Mood’s gone, man.” said Dylan, “Since his ticking off, …. mood’s gone….

If at first you don’t succeed, destroy all evidence that you tried.

AND FINALLY

There’s a new prefix to the ‘phone number inside the cover to contact our community policeman/Middlemoor. It’s apparently cheaper via this number than the old one – nuff said! There are also some slight amendments to the timetable for the mobile library and, of necessity, there are also some other amendments. There’s a questionnaire for you to fill in for the Emergency Plan and there’s initial info regarding the Parish Plan. Which is exactly why the Willand Magazine was started in the first place – as a two-way means of communication to everyone in the Parish.    Happy 2004, everyone.         Ed.

WILLAND DIARY

January

Monday            1st       CAMEO                                   W.V.H.,           7.15pm

Tuesday           6th       Willand Rovers Bingo,             W.V.H.,           7.30pm

Thursday         8th        Methodist Church Coffee Morning                 10.00am

Thursday         8th        Over 60’s Club,                  W.V.H.,                 2.15pm

Thursday         8th        Folk Dance Club                 W.V.H.,                8.00pm

Monday         12th        Over 60’s Club Annual Dinner,    Willand Restaurant.                                    

Tuesday         13th       British Legion Bingo,          W.V.H.,                7.30pm

Saturday        17th       Folk Dance Club,                 W.V.H.,                8.00pm

Tuesday         20th       Willand Rovers Bingo,        W.V.H.,                7.30pm

Thursday       22nd       Folk Dance Club,                W.V.H.,                 8.00pm

Friday            23rd       Willand Village Hall Whist Drive,                    7.30pm

Sat/Sunday    24th/25th RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch

Friday            30th       Richard Fox Evening, Coldharbour Mill          7.30pm

February
Monday           2nd       Culm District Flower Club,  W.V.H.,               2.15pm

Tuesday           3rd       Willand Rovers Bingo          W.V.H.,               7.30pm

Thursday          5th      Methodist Church Coffee Morning                  10.00am

Thursday          5th      CAMEO, A.G.M.                  W.V.H.,               7.00pm           

FRIDAY 6TH  CUT-OFF FOR MARCH MAGAZINE. POSITIVELY!!!
Saturday           7th      Folk Dance Club,                  W.V.H.,               8.00pm   

Tuesday          10th       British Legion Bingo,           W.V.H.,               7.30pm

Thursday       12th       Over 60’s Club                    W.V.H.                  2.15pm

Thursday       12th       Folk Dance Club,                 W.V.H.,                8.00pm

Saturday        14th       Over 60’s Club Coffee Morning,   W.V.H.     10.15am

Saturday        14th       Willand Pre-School Night Out,      W.V.H.

Tuesday         17th       Willand Rovers Bingo,                  W.V.H.,     7.30pm

Wednesday    18th       Lunch Launch Day, St. Mary’s

Friday            20th       Fundraising Event, Coldharbour Mill

Monday         23rd       Allotment Association AGM,        W.V.H.      7.30pm 

Thursday       26th        Folk Dance Club,                W.V.H.,                8.00pm

Friday            27th       Willand Village Hall Whist Drive,                    7.30pm

March
Thursday         4th       Methodist Church Coffee Morning                  10.00am

Friday             5th        Women’s World Day of Prayer, Service at St. Mary’s                                

Nothing is as frustrating as arguing with someone 

who knows what they’re talking about.

	
	
	

	
	
	


Willand Parish Emergency Committee

To all parishioners of Willand Parish
Dear Parishioner, 

I’m sure you agree it is wise to prepare for any emergency or unforeseen incident that might occur in our Parish.  As Chairman of your Parish Emergency Committee, it is my responsibility to prepare for this eventuality.  I am writing to ask for your help in putting our plan together. 

I am sending this letter and questionnaire to everyone in the Parish so that I can keep a record of anyone needing help during an emergency or who can assist in our response to it.  The aim is to look after those who are vulnerable or with special needs and to find out what personal skills or equipment we can use.

I shall treat any information you give me confidentially.  Nevertheless, to satisfy the requirements of the Data Protection Act, please agree to your details being recorded in either hard copy or held on computer.  This data will only be used by the Parish Council and will be kept securely.  I shall assume that by returning the questionnaire, you agree to these conditions.

Please fill in the questionnaire to the best of your ability and I will let you know how this will be collected.  The information you give really is important.

Yours sincerely
Mr David Maynard

Chairman
