
300 More Houses – The Latest 

A meeting was called by the promoters of the scheme and they met with our Devon County 
Councillor, three Ward Councillors, an MDDC Area Planning Officer, Devon County Council 
Officer (Education), Willand Primary School Headmistress and two members of the Parish 
Council. 

The number is now 259 houses and the provided plans are ‘only schematic’ so will probably 
bear little resemblance to the final outcome.  Their idea of moving the Primary School down 
by the motorway has been dropped. 

DCC are not supporting the plan as they are concerned as to traffic volumes being increased 
on the local road network and Junction 28 in particular.  Developers are to carry out more 
work on their transport model.  There is also concern as to the road layout and access onto 
Silver Street/B3181. Watch the literary gymnastics as the developers try and change DCC 
mind – more car sharing and more busses!  How can you stop people using their cars?  It 
should be noted that a report by MDDC Planners has rejected further housing being 
allocated to Willand in connection with another project. 

Contributions to the ‘community’ are dangled as an incentive and the priority agreed on – if 
it happens – is to build additional accommodation studio space for the primary school to 
make up for the hall being too small for the numbers.  This will mean a loss of play space 
within the school perimeter and suggestions are made as to the provision of an all weather 
pitch on the Jubilee Parish Field.  The practicalities of location, management and future 
maintenance were conveniently ignored but Parish and Ward Councillors pressed the point 
so they need to come up with an answer.  They also offered finance towards the proposed 
Health & Community Centre but this was soon passed over when costs of everything else 
began to be realised. 

Every door in Willand should soon be getting a leaflet drop from the developers inviting 
residents to a presentation at a local venue where the ‘proposals’ will be on display and 
participants will be asked their views.  The answer they want is that the local community 
support it.  If you do decide to support please make sure you know the detail of what is 
proposed as these surveys have a habit of being designed to give the required answer! 

Does, or will, Willand have the infrastructure to cater for all of these extra people?  

If you need to know more please contact one of your Parish Councillors.   


