
Hillhead Quarry
Proposed Importation of Sand & Gravel from Straitgate Farm, Near Ottery 
St Mary for Processing at Hillhead Quarry, Near Uffculme together with 
Associated Highway Improvements for the Widening of Clay Lane 
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INTRODUCTION

NEED FOR THE MINERAL

This brochure provides a concise overview of the reasons behind  
two planning applications which are inextricably linked that Aggregate 
Industries UK are currently finalising.

We have supplied high quality sand and gravel from the East Devon area 
for a number of decades and existing reserves at our existing quarries in 
Devon are running out.

The first application is for a new sand and 
gravel quarry at Straitgate Farm located 3km 
west of Ottery St Mary. The second application 
is to allow for the importation of as-dug sand 
and gravel from Straitgate Farm into Hillhead 
Quarry for processing. The Hillhead Quarry 
application will also include full engineering 
details for the widening of a 400 metre  
section of Clay Lane from its junction with the 
A38 to the entrance of the Hillhead Quarry/
Broadpath sites. 

Currently, we operate a voluntary ‘one-way’ 
system for lorries accessing Hillhead Quarry 
where inbound lorries use Clay Lane and exit 
via Broad Path. The proposed widening of Clay 
Lane will allow two-way lorry movements on 
Clay Lane and remove the need for lorries to 
travel along Broad Path. This would become 
the route solely used by lorries transporting 
sand and gravel from Straitgate Farm to 
Hillhead Quarry and dispatching processed 
products for sale.

We are also part of The LafargeHolcim Group, 
which is one of the world’s leading suppliers of 
cement, aggregates, concrete and construction 
related services with operations in over 90 
countries and on all continents.
 
As a business, we have a wide and varied 
service including aggregates, asphalt, 
ready-mixed concrete, pre-cast concrete 

products and the manufacture, importation, 
and distribution of cement. We also use our 
products through our road surfacing and civil 
engineering contracting business.
 
You can find out more about us, and what we 
do, by visiting our website:  
www.aggregate.com

Date: Thursday 24th November 2016 

Time: 10.00 to 14.00hrs. 
Venue: Square Corner, 18 The Square, 
Uffculme, Cullompton, EX15 3AA 

...and later the same day:

Time: 16.00 to 20.00hrs
Venue: Magelake Parish Pavilion, Culmstock 
Road, Uffculme, Cullompton, EX15 3DP 

The exhibition will give you the chance to see 
our proposals for the development at Hillhead 
Quarry prior to the submission of a planning 
application. You’ll also be able to speak to the 
team responsible for making it happen.

If you can’t make it, you can still have your 
say on the proposals by emailing hillhead@
aggregate.com or writing to ‘HILLHEAD’ 
Aggregate Industries UK Ltd, Frome Regional 
Office, Edwin Sims House, Vallis Road, FROME, 
Somerset, BA11 3EG

The Straitgate Farm site contains a strategically 
important reserve of sand and gravel. The 
Hillhead site benefits from existing planning 
permission for extraction at Houndaller (Hillhead) 
Quarry and processing of sand and gravel. 

Following extensive rounds of public 
consultation Devon County Council will shortly 
be adopting the Devon Minerals Plan for the 
period to 2033. It has been identified that based 
on current reserves and recent levels of 
production, Devon will have a shortfall of sand 

and gravel reserves during the period of the 
Minerals Plan to 2033.

We’ve provided robust evidence that Straitgate 
Farm which is a “preferred area” for mineral 
working in the Minerals Plan can provide a 
strategically important and sustainable supply of 
aggregates, which will make a valuable 
contribution to helping Devon achieve its 
required supply of sand and gravel during the 
plan period.

ABOUT AGGREGATE INDUSTRIES UK 

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS

The Company is a leading supplier of materials used in the construction 
industry. We have around 250 sites across the UK and Europe and 
currently employ around 4,300 staff.

We’re holding a Public Exhibition Consultation for these proposals... 
and you’re invited!
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WHAT IS PLANNED?MINERAL 
PROCESSING AND 
TRANSPORTATION

It is proposed to extract around 1.5 million 
tonnes of ‘as-dug’ sand and gravel over a 
period of about 10 to 12 years. The 
material would be extracted at an 
anticipated rate of between 120,000 
tonnes and 180,000 tonnes per annum on 
a campaign basis which means that 
extraction would be limited typically to 2  
or 3 times per year, with each campaign 
lasting between five to seven weeks at a 
time. During such time as Straitgate 
material is being extracted and transported 
to Hillhead for processing, there would be 
no extraction at Houndaller (Hillhead) Quarry.
 
An integral part of the application at 
Hillhead are proposals for the widening of 
Clay Lane from its junction with the A38 to 
the entrance of the Hillhead Quarry/
Broadpath sites. The widening of Clay Lane 
will allow lorries to pass each other safely 
whilst travelling in opposite directions and 
remove the need for lorry traffic associated 
with our operations at Hillhead to travel 
past existing residential properties on 
Broad Path.

We are unable to process the ‘as-dug’ 
sand and gravel extracted from Straitgate 
Farm on-site due to a combination of 
environmental and practical reasons. 
Instead, ‘as-dug’ material from Straitgate 
Farm would be loaded onto lorries and 
transported to a site formerly used for 
processing located at Hillhead Quarry.

The ‘as-dug’ material would leave the site 
via a new access constructed onto a 
widened section of Birdcage Lane to the 
junction of the B3174 Exeter Road. Lorries 
would turn right onto the B3174 Exeter 
Road towards Daisymount roundabout and 
would take the Exeter bound slip road to 
join the A30. From the A30 lorries would 
join the M5 and travel north-bound exiting 
at J27. From junction 27 lorries would take 
the A38 towards Wellington before turning 
right onto Clay Lane to Hillhead Quarry.
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

The Council will then consult with various 
parties to include the Environment Agency 
and Natural England as well as the District 
and Parish Councils. All interested parties 
will be invited to make representations on 
the application before a decision is taken 

by the County Council on whether planning 
permission should be granted.

WHAT STEPS HAVE WE TAKEN TO ASSESS 
THE POTENTIAL EFFECTS OF IMPORTING  
STRAITGATE MATERIAL INTO HILLHEAD ON THE 
LOCAL ENVIRONMENT?

The Environmental Impact Assessment includes detailed studies of the 
following key topics:

We now propose to make a planning application which will be supported 
by an Environmental Impact Assessment.

• Biodiversity and Nature Conservation
• Flood risk
• Transportation
• Noise 
• Alternatives

The above assessments, together with technical 
appendices and illustrative drawings, would be 
produced as an Environmental Statement in a 
single bound document, which we will share with 
interested parties.

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

We actively participate in a number of Local 
Liaison Groups for our operations in Devon, 
including the nearby Blackhill and Venn 
Ottery Quarry Sites. The Broadpath Landfill 
and Hillhead Quarry Liaison Group also 
meets on a quarterly basis which allows 
dialogue between the company and local 
representatives/stakeholders including  
the County and District Councils, 
Environment Agency, local parish councils 
and local residents.

OUR 
ENVIROMENT

The minerals industry isn’t something that 
usually springs to mind when you think 
about wildlife and biodiversity. However, for 
our business, environmental stewardship 
plays a major part in our everyday work 
and is making an invaluable contribution to 
biodiversity targets in Devon and elsewhere 
in the UK.



Aggregate Industries UK Ltd,  
Frome Regional Office, Edwin Sims House, 
Vallis Road, FROME, Somerset BA11 3EG

For further information contact 

Tel: 01373 451001 
Fax: 01373 836501

www.aggregate.com

Further information 

If you would like to know more,  
or to express your views on the 
proposed importation of sand and 
gravel for processing at Hillhead 
Quarry please write to us at the 
address below. 
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