
Junction 27 update 

The meeting of the Full Mid Devon District Council took place on the 27th of April at which a 
two-part motion was discussed.  The first part of the motion which referred to the Local Plan 
being placed before the cabinet and full council before submission was passed quite easily. 

The second part of the motion to have officers prepare a report on the implications of 
including land allocation at Junction 27 for business, retail, employment and leisure use was 
debated and passed on a recorded vote by the casting vote of the chairman.  Details have 
been published in the local press. 

Your Parish Councillors asked questions and raised issues which could have an adverse impact 
on the village if there was a further delay.  The questions were not answered.  Two of our 
Ward Councillors made convincing argument for part 2 of the motion not to be passed.  All 
three voted against the motion. 

Various people attending expressed concern as to the democratic nature of the debate where 
certain subjects were ruled out, Councillors were limited to speaking once and then only for 
three minutes.  The Head of Planning and Regeneration however was given a number of 
opportunities to speak with no time limited and gave all sorts of reassurances as to being able 
to cope with the extra work without further delaying the plan submission. 

What is of even greater concern was that the following morning your Parish Clerk received a 
consultation on an Environmental Assessment scoping from the Head of Planning and 
Regeneration which was dated 19 April 2016 by the Eden Westwood Agents.  We are aware 
that Devon County Council received the documents on 16 April 2016.  No mention of this was 
made at the meeting or the fact that the Head of Planning and Regeneration had this 
document and more worrying was the fact that the information had not been given to our 
Ward Councillor who is on the Cabinet, Deputy Leader and is the Portfolio Holder for Planning 
and Regeneration. 

The request was sent out just before a Bank Holiday Weekend with a tight time scale which 
precludes the Parish Council from discussing the matter at a scheduled open meeting for 
residents to air their views.  Normally if this happens with a planning application we ask for 
and receive a week extension.  We have done this on this occasion and been refused.  A similar 
request from a Ward Councillor has also been refused by the Officer.  Apparently MDDC have 
to work to a tight time schedule before replying.  That being the case one might be forgiven 
for asking why they sat on the document for a week?   

The Parish Council will be discussing the scoping document at their Planning, Lighting & 
Transportation Committee meeting on Thursday 12 May, which will follow the AGM & Full 
Council meeting.  If you are able to come along and contribute you would be very welcome. 

 


